Church-State  Issues  Face  Congress 

_ By  Larry  Chesser  ’  _ _  ...  ■  '  V  **" 
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By  Larry  Chesser 
WASHINGTON  <BP$  -  prayer  in 
public  schools  and  tuition  tax  credits 
head  the  list  of  church-state  issues 
Ukely  to  be  legislative  objectives  of  the 
97th  Congress,  which  convened  Jan.  5. 

It  is  unlikely  the  hew  Congress ;  with 
a  Republican-controlled  Senate  and  a 
much  more  conservative  orientation 
will  match  the  separationist  record  of 
the  96th  Congress  on  church-state  is¬ 
sues,  observers  have  noted. 

Since  both  the  Republican  platform 
and  President-elect  Reagan  support 
government-sponsored  prayer  in  pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  tuitions  tax  credits  the 
question  is  not  whether  these  issues 
will  surface,  but  when  and.  in  what 
form;  Such  issues  may  be  temporarily 
pushed  aside  until  the  new  President 
and  Congress  have  had  a  chance  to 
tackle  larger  issues  such  as  the  ailing 
economy,  observers  said. 

Proponents  of  such  school  prayer 
and  tuition  tax  credits  mustered  a 
flurry  of  activity  during  the  last  Con¬ 
gress,  but  failed  to  change  current 


laws  and  court  decisions  which  sup¬ 
port  the  constitutional  requirement  of 
church-stafe  separation. 

The  prayer  in  school  issue  created 
quite  a  stir  when  the  Helms  amend¬ 
ment  to  S.450  failed  to  die  as  quietly  as 
expected  in  the  House  Judiciary 
Committee  after  Senate  passage  in 
April  1979.  The  amended  bill,  which 
would  have  denied  federal  courts 
jurisdiction  in  school  prayer  cases, 
died  only  after  efforts  by  religious  fun¬ 
damentalists  and  political  conserva¬ 
tives  in  the  House  produced  more  than 
170  of  the  required  218  signatures  on  a 
discharge  petition  to  bring  the  bill  to 
the  floor  and  after  a  series  of  subcom¬ 
mittee  hearings^ 

Proponents  of  prayer  in  schools 
have  made  no  secret  to  their  plans  to 
push  the  issue  in  the  97th  Congress. 

The  Senate  soundly  rejected  an  ef¬ 
fort  by  tuition  tax  credit  proponents  to 
extend  basic  educational  opportunity 
grants  to  qualifying  private  elemen¬ 
tary  and  secondary  school  students. 
Sen.  EmestF.  Hollings,  D-S.C.,  led  the  ; 
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challenge  against  the  amendment  to 
bill  extending  the  Higher  Educatioi 
Act  of  1965,  calling  the  rider  "foot-in 
th e-door  legislation"  which  would  "es 
tablish  a  precedent  for  comprehensivi 
federal  assistance  to  private  educa 
tion.” 

Like  the  prayer  in  school  issue 
chances  for  tuition  tax  credit  legisia 
tion  have  been  enhanced  with  the  new 
Congress  and  administration. 

Keeping  Records 

On  another  key  church-state  matter 
the  96th  Congress  backed  away  fron 
lobby  disclosure  legislation  requiring 
religious  groups  to  keep  records  ant 
report  to  government  on  their  advo 
cacy  efforts.  Although  the  language  o: 
the  lobby  disclosure  bill  was  changet 
in  both  House  and  Senate  committees 
to  exempt  religious  groups  from  th< 
reporting  requirements,  the  bill  diet 
before  coming  up  for  a  vote. 

After  intelligence  committees  in 
both  the  House  and  Senate  held  exten¬ 
sive  hearings  on  a  new  intelligence 
Charter,  proponents  gave  up  and  set¬ 


tled  for  a  limited  bill  dealing  with  con¬ 
gressional  oversight  of  the  intelligence 
community.  The  issue  of  intelligence 
agency  use  of  clergy,  which  was  par¬ 
tially  addressed  in  the  proposed  char¬ 
ter, was  left  unsettled. . 

!  Chances  for  a  legislated  ban  on  the 

use  of  clergy  in  the  97th  Congress  are 
incertain,  but  the  new  Republican 
leadership  in  the  Senate  and  the  Re¬ 
publican  platform  both  appear  to  lean 
lfilore  *n  the  direction  of  unleashing  the 
iftelligence  community  rather  than 
restricting  it. 

V  Also  on  the  church-state  front.  Con¬ 
gress  passed  legislation  which  pre¬ 
serves  the  right  of  denominational 
workers  and  missionaries  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  denominational  retirement 
plans. 

An  amendment  pushed  by  Sen. 
Herman  E.  Talmadge,  D-Ga.,  to  legis- 
ation  amending  the  Employee  Re- 
irement  Income  Security  Act  of  1974 
ERISA),  clarifies  the  definition  of  a 
:hurch  employee.  Without  the 
‘church  plan”  amendment,  virtually 


Youth  Evangelism  Meet 
Asks:  Are  You  Ready? 


all  denominational  workers  outside 
local  church  ministries  would  have 
been  excluded  from  denominational 
retirement  plans  by  1963. 

In  other  legislation  of  interest  to 
Baptists,  the  96th  Congress: 

—Passed  a  bill  during  the  lame  duck 
session  restoring  an  income  tax  exclu¬ 
sion  for  missionaries  and  other  charit¬ 
able  workers  overseas.  17)6  tax  exclu¬ 
sion  is  expected  to  save  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention’s  Foreign  Mission 
Board  $1  million  annually.  Estimates 
of  savings  tor  all  charitable  organiza¬ 
tions  range  as  high  as  $25  million  an¬ 
nually. 

Regis  (ration 

—Passed  President  Carter’s  milit¬ 
ary  draft  registration  proposal  (after 
deleting  registration  of  women),  de¬ 
spite  a  seven-day  filibuster  by  Sen. 
Mark  0.  Hatfield,  R-Ore.,  on  legisla¬ 
tion  funding  the  process. 

—Passed  a  bill  protecting  the  civil 
rights  of  institutionalized  persons  by 
granting  to  the  U  S.  Attorney  General 
specific  statutory  authority  to  bring  or 


intervene  in  suits  against  a  state  after 
determining  that  there  is  a  "pattern  or 
practice”  of  depriving  in¬ 
stitutionalized  persons  of  rights 
guaranteed  by  law  or  the  constitution. 

—Passed  the  Refugee  Act  of  i960, 
tripling  the  number  of  refugee  annual 
admissions  to  the  U  S. 

—  Passed  a  supplemental  appropri¬ 
ation  for  the  food  stamp  program  just 
in  time  to  meet  the  cutoff  deadline  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Department  of  Ag¬ 
riculture  for  suspension  of  the  prog¬ 
ram  if  funds  had  not  been  approved. 

—  Failed  to  complete  action  on  the 
Fair  Housing  Amendments  Act  of  1980 
when  Senate  sponsors  came  up  short  erf 
the  60  votes  needed  to  invoke  cloture  on 
a  filibuster  during  the  lame  duck  ses¬ 
sion.  The  measure,*  which  was  over¬ 
whelmingly  approved  in  the  House, 
was  described  by  Senate  proponents 
as  “the  most  important  civil  rights  bill 
of  the  past  decade.” 

—Passed  numerous  anti-abortion 
amendments  to  appropriations  mea¬ 
sures. 


By  Aqne  McWilliams 
At  least  2500  young  people  were  pre¬ 
sent  for  every  one  of  the  four  sessions 
of  the  Youth  Evangelism  Conference 
Dec.  29-30  at  the  Mississippi  College 
Coliseum,  Clinton.  This  was  the 
largest  number  to  date  attending  this 
type  conference  in  the  state,  sponsored 
by  the  Evangelism  department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board . 
Among  the  33  recorded  decisions  were 
seven  professions  of  faith. 

“'Dus  was  not  just  a  ‘fun  time’  meet- 
saidRoy  Qtllum^  director  of  the 

j^^^^M^roPg^eople  in  how  to 
’'develop  their  spiritual  lives  and  how  to 
share  their  faith  with  others.” 

Master’s  Example 
The  theme  was  “Are  You  Ready?” 
Those  present  were  provided  with  a 
syllabus  outlining  the  evangelism 
teachings  which  were  presented  by 
.Jack  Stanton  of  Bolivar,  Mo.  and  the 
sermons  preached  by  Barry  Landrum , 
Bossier  City,  La  .  and  Frank  Case  of 
Tempe,  Ariz.  Subjects  explored  were 
such  as  these:  Are  you  ready  to  follow 
the  Master’s  example?  Are  you  ready 
to  live  the  new  life?  Are  you  ready  to 
love  through  the  Holy  Spirit?  Are  you 
ready  to  leave  to  witness? 

“Concerts  like  those  presented  by 
Dav:-*  - - -  •  - 


features.”  But  he  expressed  excite¬ 
ment  that  the  young  people  listened 
with  wrapt  attention  also  ti*all  the 
messages.  “It  was  encouraging  to  me 
to  see  them  eager  for  spiritual  food, 
and  to  See  them  listen  like  that. "  There 
was  no  ‘big  feature’  on  Monday  night, 
but  one  pastor  who  brought  his  young 
people  that  night,  planning  to  attend 
only  the  one  session,  told  Collum  his 
young  people  got  so  much  from  that 
session  that  they  begged  to  return  the 
next  day. 

In  echo  to  this  opinion  came  a  letter 
from  Norris  Faggard  of  Moss  Point: 
“In  a  time  when  so  much  of  our  ehr 
-  youth  activities  and  energies  are  di 
rected  toward  entertainment  and  per¬ 
formance,  how  refreshing  to  get  some 
‘meat’  as  I  and  my  eight  young  people 
from  First  Baptist  Church,  Moss 
Point,  did  at  the  evangelism  meeting. 

“We  had  a  two-hour  prayer  meeting 
in  our  motel  Monday  night  and  I  don’t 
think  any  of  us  can  ever  be  the  same. 
Gee,  how  my  heart  aches  for  our  young 
people.  We  give  them  so  little  of  what 
was  packed  into  your  two  days.  Please 
continue  this  program  and  even  con¬ 
sider  a  weekend  at  Gulfshore  em¬ 
phasizing  evangelism,  some  time  this 
summer  or  next.” 

Bruce  Fields,  minister  of  youth  at 

Pet  Pluinnk  .... 
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Radio-jrV  Agency  Moves 


.  ..  By  Toby  Drain 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  _  The 
Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  Television 
Commission  has  moved  to  establish  a 
100-station  low  powered  television 
network  with  a  potential  national 
viewing  audience  of  163  million. 

Though  some  expressed  concern 
over  various  aspects  of  the  proposal, 
the  commission,  in  a  special  called 
meeting  Jan.  5,  unanimously  voted  to 
establish  the  network  and  created  a 
subsidiary  corporation,  the  American 
Christian  Television  System  (ACTS), 


crowd  of  young  people,”  Collum  said,  minister  of  youth  at  Calvary,  Jackson, 
“And  the  concerts  were  inspirational  was  emcee. 


'if 


will  make  application  and  hold 
licenses  for  the  stations,  establish  the 
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stations  in  partnership  with  local  Bap¬ 
tist  bodies  and  contract  with  the  com¬ 
mission  to  provide  network  program¬ 
ming  for  them. 

Jimmy  R.  Allen,  RTVC  president, 
also  will  be  president  of  ACTS.  Other 
members  of  the  corporation  will  be 
Grady  C.  Cothen,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board;  Daniel  Rivera,  president  of 
Mexican  Baptist  Bible  Institute  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas;  Harold  T.  Branch, 
pastor  of  St.  John’s  Baptist  Church  in 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas;  and  MarvijvC. 
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_ „  _exas. 

Cothen  was  named  to  the  corpora¬ 
tion  and  the  Sunday  School  Board 
promised  an  hour  of  network  time  be¬ 
cause  the  board  will  provide  a  $10  mill¬ 
ion  “insurance  credit”  to  assure  the 
Federal  Communications  Commis¬ 
sion  the  corporation  and  commission 
have  adequate  financial  backing  to  es¬ 
tablish  the  stations.  None  of  the  $10 
million  is  expected  to  be  spent,  how¬ 
ever,  since  local  Baptfst  gr~’ — 
churches,  associations  and  others  — 


are  expected  to  construct  the  stations. 

Rivera  and  the  two  black  Southern 
Baptist  pastors,  Branch  and  Griffin, 
were  named  to  the  corporation  be¬ 
cause  an  essential  requirement  of  the 
FCC  in  granting  the  licenses  is  ethnic 
representation  among  the  license  hol¬ 
ders,  Allen  told  trustees. 

Allen  said  that  although  the  ethnic 
makeup  of  the  corporation  is  designed 
to  meet  FCC  qualifications,  no  subter¬ 
fuge  is  intended  because  each  of  the 
three  ethnic  members  is  an  active 
Southern  Baptist. 


system  to  any  contested  areas,  Allen 
said,  which  wilUnclude  date  of  appli¬ 
cation,  whether  the  station  is  com¬ 
mercial  or  non-commercial  —  with 
preference  to  non-pommercial  uses  — 
ahd  minority  representation  in  the 
ownership. 

Hundreds  of  the  low  power  100  and 
1,000  watt  statiolts  are  expected  to  be 
established  across  the  nation  in  the 
next  few  years,  broadcasting  over  a 
—  ,v„u,es.  However,  as 
■All?:  pointed  out,  the  signals  can  be 


picked  up  by  local  cable  systems  to 
greatly  expand  the  audience,  v 

Applications  for  licenses  for  th£sta- 
tions  will  be  frozen  by  the  FCC  on  Jan. 
15,  Allen  explained,  hence  the  hastily 
called  meeting. 

While  the  low  powered  translator 
stations  have  been  around  for  many 
years,  they  have  not  figured  in  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  plans  because  of  their  10- 
mile  range,  Allen  said.  But,  when  the 
possibility  of  easier  access  to  existing 
and  developing  cable  stations  was 
realized ,  Allen  revamped  his  strategy . 


weeks  ago,”  Allen  told  trustees,  relat¬ 
ing  he  had  a  conversation  with  an  en¬ 
gineer,  John  F.  X.  Brown  of  Louisville, 
Ky.,  in  early  December,  and  im¬ 
mediately  began  looking  into  the  mat¬ 
ter.  _ 

.  With  Brown’s  help,  RTVC  staffers 
“worked  almost  around  the  clock," 
Allen  said,  to  determine  potential  sites 
and  assemble  engineering  data  to  sup¬ 
port  the  applications . 

About  200  of  the  station  licenses  al- 
( Continued  on  (jage  2) 


At  least  2500  young  people  filled  the  Coliseum  at  Mississippi 
College  during  the  Tuesday  afternoon  concert  by  David 
Meece,  above,,  and  during  three  other  sessions  of  the  Youth 


Conference  To  Offer 
Witnessing  Opportunities 


Evangelism  Conference  Dec.  29  and  30.  The  conference  was 
sponsored  by  the  Evangelism  department,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  Roy  Collum,  director.  (More  on  page  2) 


Inauguration  Day 
Prayer  Requested 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  — 
Thousands  of  “Baptist  Hour"  listeners 
are  being  asked  to  join  in  a  national 
prayer  effort  on  Inauguration  Day. 

Jimmy  R.  Allen,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  Television 
Cpmmission  which  produces  and  dis¬ 
tributes  the  radio  program  to  nearly 
500  stations,  said  leaders  of  the 
nationwide  effort  hope  tohave  one  mill¬ 
ion  prayer  groups  across  the  country 
on  Jan.  20 

Allen  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Advisory  Committee  for  Inauguration 
Prayer  Day.  The  committee  is  an  out¬ 
growth  of  the  Prayer  Committee  of  the 
American  Festival  of  Evangelism,  a 
follow-up  of  the  Lausanne  Committee 
for  World  Evangelism.  <-  ■ 

Other  members  of  the  committee  in¬ 
clude  Leighton  Ford,  an  associate  of 
evangelist  Billy  Graham;  E.  V.  Hill, 
pastor  of  ML  Zion  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  in  Los  Angeles;  Pat 
Robertson,  president  of  Christian 
Broadcasting  Network;  Bailey  Smith, 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention;  and  Thomas  Zimmerman, 
general  superintendent  of  the  Genera) 

-  Council  qLUje  Assemblies  of  God. 


Baptist  Men’s  Day 
Theme:  “Bold  Praying1 


By  Paul  Harrell,  Director 
Brotherhood  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

On  Sunday,  January  25,  thousands  of 
Southern  Baptist  Churches  will  recog¬ 
nize  and  honor  their  laymen  on  Baptist 
Men’s  Day.  In  most  churches  it  will  be 
a  time  when  the  congregation  will  hear 
a  layman  speak  or  a  group  of  laymen 
give  testimonies.  The  program  may 
include  men’s  choruses,  prayer  break¬ 
fasts,  and  mission  emphases.  Itcan  be 
a  day  of  deep  spiritual  significance  as 
we  witness  laymen  exercising  their 
gifts  in  the  ministry.  ' 

the  theme  for  Baptist  Men's  Day 
1981  is  “Bold  Praying.”  As  we  look 
around  our  world  and  note  the  many 
mission  needs,  certainly  this  is  a  day 
that  demands  Bold  Praying  for  all 
Christians. 

Baptist  Men’s  Day  —  January  25, 
1981  —  is  a  day  to: 

1.  Recognize  the  leadership  of 
men— past  and  present— who  are  in¬ 
volved  through  the  church  program; 

2.  Challenge  men  not  involved  tot 
leadership  responsibilities  to  explore 
and  discover  God's  gift  so  that  they  too 


will  become  involved  in  a  ministry  of 
service; 

3.  Inform  the  congregation  of  the 
importance  of  men  being  involved  in 
mission  activities; 

4.  Initiate  an  on-going  Baptist  Men’s 
Prayer  unit  in  the  church. 

Baptist  laymen  in  Mississippi  are 
responding  to  the  challenge  of  the  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  as  expressed  in  Bold 
Praying,  Bold  Going,  and  Bold  Giving 


Young  Ministers’ 
Wives’  Retreat  Set 

A  Young  Ministers’  Wives  Re¬ 
treat  is  set  for  Jan.  23-24’at  Camp 
Garaywa,  Clinton.  Designed  for 
wives  under  age  40  of  ministers  in 
any  area  of  service,  the  retreat  is 
sponsored  by  the  Women’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union.  It  is  complimen¬ 
tary,  but  reservations  are  re¬ 
quired.  Write  WMU,  Box  530 
Jackson.  Miss.,  39205. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Evan- 
gelism-Bible  Conference  is  offering 
two  opportunities  for  special  witness. 

The  weekend  prior  to  the  event  on 
Feb.  2-4  in  Hattiesburg  atFirst  Baptist 
Church,  there  will  be  a  weekend 
evangelistic  crusade  led  in  various 
churches  primarily  by  Mississippi 
evangelists. 

The  other  effort  is  a  massive 
evangelistic  witnessing  project  for 
Tuesday  afternoon  of  the  program. 

Following  the  close  of  the  12  doctrine 
sessions  Tuesday  afternoon,  Feb.  3, 
participants  will  be  asked  to  accept 
witnessing  assignments.  They  will  go 
out  into  the  Hattiesburg  commihuty, 
knocking  on  doors  offering  a  Christian 
witness  to  those  found  at  home. 

If  no  one  is  at  an  individual  home, 
materials  will  be  left.  Follow-up  is 
promised  by  the  local  churches  for 
each  home  visited. 

Joel  Ray,  director  of  missions. 
Lebanon  Association,  is  coordinating 
Hie  witnessing  project.  His  committee 
it  securing  permits  where  necessary 
and  is  organizing  a  reporting  and  fol- 
fcw-up  procedure. 

The  Eva'iigelism-Bible  Conference 
ii  an  annual  event  sponsored  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

,  8  is  a  combination  of  two  former  con¬ 
ferences,  the  Bible  Conference  and  the 
Conference,  led,  respec¬ 
tively,  by  the  Sunday  School  and 
Ivangelism  departments 
Evening  services  of  the  conference 
retobetelevisedoverCablee,  a  cable 
channel  operated  by  First  Church. 
Bain  sessions  will  be  videotaped  for 
future  use. 

During  this  year’s  conference,  child 
care  will  be  offered  at  First  Church 
rfuring  each  session  for  children  birth-  ' 
Aree  years  of  age. 

Baiiey  Smith,  pastor  of  First  South- 
on  Baptist  Church  of  Del  City,  Okla., 
aid  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  wiir  be  one  of  the  featured 
speakers  during  the  conference.  He 


will  speak  on  Tuesday  evening  and  on 
Wednesday  morning. 

The  conference  begins  on  Monday 
evening  and  goes  until  Wednesday 
noon. 

James  Smith,  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Brotherhood  Commission,  will  lead 
the  Bible  study  on  the  opening  evening 
and  twice  on  Tuesday.  Joe  Gregory, 
pastor  of  Gambrell  Street  Baptist 
Church,  Fort  Worth,  will  lead  the  Bible 
study  on  Tuesday  evening  and  Wed¬ 
nesday  morning. 

Other  speakers  will  be  Roy  Edge- 
mon,  director  of  the  Church  Training 


department  of  the  SBC  Sunday  School 
Board;  John  Havlik,  staff  member  of 
the  Home  Mission  Board's 
Evangelism  Section;  and  Richard 
Jackson,  pastor  of  North  Phoenix  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

John  Newport  of  Springfield,  Mo., 
will  be  the  soloist  Dan  Hall ,  director  of 
the  Church  Music  department  for 
Mississippi  Baptists,  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  music.  Irene  Martin,  music 
evangelist  of  Forest,  and  Dot  Pray, 
music  specialist  with  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Music  department,  will  be  the 
accompanists.  ' 


Pennies  For  The  Hungry 


Young  people  of  the  but  ministry  at  First  Church.  Greenville,  gave  a  wheelbarrow 
full  of  pennies,  to  be  sent  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  designated  for  world  hunger. 
Above  with  James  Heflin,  psstor,  and  Cathy  Davis,  bus  director,  are  representatives 
from  each  bus  in  the  bus  ministry  of  First,  Greenville.  These  young  people  presented 
the  pastor  34,345  pennies.  This  was  the  grand  finale  of  three  months  of  intensive 
work  by  the  bus  ministry  of  collecting  pennies  for  the  hungry  of  the  world. 
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Radio-Guam 
Project  Brings 
Letters  From  China 


New  Look  At  Liability  Laws 
Demanded  At  Church  Meeting 


CHATHAM,  N.  J.  (EP)  -  Trans 
World  Radio-Guam  recently  promoted 
a  stamp-exchange  campaign  for  its 
Chinese  listeners.  As  a  result  of  this 
project,  mail  response  has  increased 
at  the  Hong  Kong  office. 

As  many  as  100  letters  per  day  have 
been  received,  representing  at  least  25 
provinces  in  China.  Many  of  the  letters 
are  from  new  listeners. 

The  letters  indicate  that  “the 
Chinese  are  inquisitive  about  God's 
Word  and  Christianity,”  according  to 
Trans-World  Radio.  More  than  340 
programs  are  beamed  weekly  from 
Trans  World  Radio-Guam  in  the  Man¬ 
darin,  Cantonese,  and  English  lan¬ 
guages  to  over  900  million  Chinese, 


ERLANGER,  Ky.  (EP  via  RNS)  —  Cincinnati.  Part  of  the  preparation  for  the  entire  church  is  responsible  fi 
Churches  and  synagogues  are  so  vul-  the  White  House  conference,  it  was  leged  damages  of  a  local  unit  ‘ 
nerable  to  lawsuits  that  further  in-  convened  by  the  National  Interfaith  which  the  denomination  has  no  d 
volvement  in  publicly  funded  care  for  Coalition  an  Aging.  control.” 

the  aged  requires  a  new  look  at  liabil-  “Any  program  it  operates  for  the  Baker  said  a  victory  for  the  Pt 
ity  jaws,  warns  lawyer  John  W.  Baker,  aging  —  whether  it  is  worship,  meals  Homes  plaintiffs  “could  be  a  devs 

American  religious  groups  have  or  a  senior  citizen  club  —  is  fraught,  ing  blow  to  church-sponsored  or  i 
learned  to  use  public  money  without .  with  the  danger  that  the  church  is  leav-  a  ted  retirement  homes  and  housir 
violating  the  First  Amendment  but  ing  itself  open  to  suit,"  Baker  said.  the  aged .  ”  Already ,  he  no  ted ,  Bar 
suing  church  institutions  for  alleged  The  lawyer  cited  three  cases :  A  pas-  in  Michigan  and  Tennessee  have 

liability  is  a  new  and  growing  field  of  tor  and  church  are  being  sued  for  cler-  advised  to  “abandon  plans  to  op< 
law,  Baker  said.  .  ical  malpractice  because  a  young  man  homes  for  the  aging.”  • 

Such  law  suits  are  a  bigger  hazard  committed  suicide  after  being  coun-  *•  « 

than  church-state  conflicts,  added  the  seled.  A  plaintiff  won  82  million  iudg- 
Iawyer,  who  said  the  1981  White  House  ment  from  the  Church  of  Scientology 
Conference  on  Aging  should  be  asked  in  Portland  because  it  failed  to  live  up  „  p_,.1  J 

to  consider  this  legal  situation  as  it  to  its  promise  to  make  the  plaintiff  a  r COpic  LjQIIKI  3Ue 
se*x  a  national  policy.  better  person  Some  unhappy  resi-  T  ,  _  ,  , 

Baker  spoke  at  a  four-day  federally  denbjpf  Pacific  Homes  Inc.,  a  United  Lutheran  FansheS 
supported  national  symposium  on  Methodist  facility,  are  suing  not  only 
spiritual  and  ethical  values  at  the  corporation  but  three  major  agen-  Fnr  Tzvet 
Mary  dale  in  northern  Kentucky  near  cies  and  the  denomination,  claiming  r  °r  iuou“; 

INDIANAPOLIS  (EP)  —  Luth 
parishes  here  could  be  sued  by  pi 
who  lost  money  on  a  proposed  re 
ment  home  that  was  never  built,  u 
a  recently-issued  court  order.  R 
County  Superior  Court  Judge  Pai 
Johnson  Jr.,  said  be  would  pern 
class-action  suit  against  20  i 


Youth  Evangelism  Conference  Features 

First,  Greenville’s  Youth  Ghoir  directed  by  Kenneth  Forbus  sang  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon  during  the  Youth  Evangelism  Conference.  Other  youth  choirs  presenting  spe¬ 
cial  music  during  the  meeting  Were  from  Fairview,  Columbus;  West  Jackson  Street 
Church,  Tupelo;  First  Church,  Canton;  and  Parkway,  Natchez. 


Home.  Mission  Study  Will 
Relate  To  The  Association 


Gay  Rights  Group  Wins 
Battle  With  Texas  A&M 


tion  in  its  relationship  to  home  mis-  tree  for  ah  even  fiber  treehouse  than 
sions  is  the  topic  for  Home  Mission  the  one  left  behind  and  using  The 
Study  19S1,  February  15-18,  across  the  treehouse  to  help  with  their  father’s 
breadth  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  work  give  the  Faxon  boys  a  Sense  of 
vention.  God’s  guidance  in  their  personal  lives 

Books  on  the  theme  “The  Associa-  and  in  the  business  of  the  association, 
tion :  Churches  on  Mission”  have  been  An  unusual  newspaper  format  of 
written  for  each  age  level  in  the  COWBOY  BOOTS  AND  CITY  SLIC- 
church.  .........  KERS,  the  youth  book  is  a  result  of 

A  SURPRISE  AMONG  THE  youths  who  themselves  live  in  Monta- 

ORANGE  TREES  is  designed  for  pre-  na’s  Big  Sky  country  (cowboy  boots) 

schoolers',  moving  toward  several  go-  or  in  Detroit,  Michigan  (city  slickers), 
als:  to  increase  the  young  child’s  un-  and  who  are  a  part  of  the  associa tional 

derstanding  of  the  world  God  created  missions  programs  there.  Their 
and  the  people  he  made;  to  become  photography,  art  work  and  writing 
'  aware  of  nature  as  seen  in  its  impor-  make  up  the  material  developing  the 
tance  in  the  change  of  seasons  in  pro-  theme  “Together”  and  showing  what 
during  food ;  to  learn  about  the  feelings  churches  can  do  when  revenue  and  re- 

of  migrant  workers  in  Florida  and  of  sources  are  combined. 

-missionaries' -work  with  them  sup-  MISSION  POSSIBLE  is  a  beautiful 
ported  by  Cooperative  Program  gifts  book  for  adults  to  look  at.  By  the  side  of 
and  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Of--  the  lovely  pictures  are  columns  of 
f  ering ;  to  help  the  young  child  feel  that  study  material  about  associations  and 
everyone,  even  little  ones,  can  show  otherpeople:  1979  Olympic  contenders 
love  in  Jesus’  name.  and  spectators  and  resort  ministries, 

MISSIONS  FUNBOOK;  WILLIE  cowboys  and  Indians  and  western  mis- 

THE  BULLY  AND  FRIENDS  is  a  sion  ministries,  a  leader  and  his  fol- 
workbook  for  younger  children  lowers  in  one  city’s  associational  mis- 
•  (grades  1  and  2!  about  younger  chil-  sions  program,  and  of  associations 
dren:  Jenny  learns  what  a  “so-shay-  which  have  paired  themselves  into 
shun"  is  as  she  helpsher  parents  make  joint  forces  to  meet  human  crises  as 
stew;  tough  bully  Willie’s  behavior  well  as  day-to-day  routine  of  human 
softens  after  he  learns  about  Christ  in  life. 

a  Baptist  Center  in  this  city;  Maria,  a  A  comprehensive  teaching  guide  is 
little  girl  who  has  to  sit  under  the  ^provided  for  each  book.  A  complete 
orange  trees  all  alone  because  she  is  planning  kit  is  available  from  the  Bap- 
too  small  to  pick  oranges  with  the  list  Book  Store  for  88.95.  It  contains  a 
others  in  her  migrant  family,  is  invited  copy  of  each  book  and  teaching  guide, 


WASHINGTON  (BP)— A  four-year-old  controversy  between  Texas  A&M  Uni-  ™?*eran  P*ri*hes  in  the 
versity  and  an  organization  of  homosexuals  ended  when  the  U  S.  Supreme  Court  1  ,  ,  f«;med  the  now  bankrupt  Get- 

let  stand  a  lower  ruling  that  the  school  unconstitutionally  discriminated  against  ”  "  ,ana  "*  ‘ 

the  group  by  denying  it  official  recognition. 

Gay  Student  Swvices,  an  organization  of  homosexual  students,  took  the  uni- 

student  group,  a  status  which  would  permit  use  ofbampus  facilities  for  meetings 


the  group  by  denying  it  official  recognition.  Home,  Inc.  The  suit  is  sought  by  pettfe 

Gay  Student  Services,  an  organization  of  homosexual  students,  took  the' uni-  If*10  say  dley  *os,t  nearly  8300,000  h 
versity  to  court  after  officials  denied  its  request  for  recognition  as  an  on-campus  ?i?w£,payme,,*s  for  memberships  n 
Student  group,  a  status  which  wnu]d  norm  it  Ijcn  fft/vili+ioo  friP  mnAfinng  HOme. 

and  other  activities.  '  r  Harry  Huxhold,  pastor  of  Redeemr 

The  student  group  charged  in  federal  district  court  that  its  First  Amendment  ^hurd!her^  Ur8est 

-*-*-“-* -  *-■•  ---  --  -  of  applicants  for  the  home  came  frai 

his  congregation.  The  corporation  sdd 
memberships  in  the  home,  which  ns 
to  consist  of  leased  apartments,  Rw 
Huxhold  said.  But  much  of  the  mouy 
was  reportedly  used  fix-  promo tioal 
activity.  Later,  high  interest  rates 
made  it  impossible  fix-  the  corporatitn 
to  raise  needed  capital. 

In  a  similar  case  on  the  West  Coast, 
agreement  was  recently  reached  ae  a 
plan  of  reorganization  for  a  bankrupt 
corporation,  with  the  financial  back¬ 
ing  of  a'  church  organization.  Tie 
Pacific  Homes  network  of  retirement 
facilities  had  been  related  to  an  annual 
conference  (regional  unit)  of  the  Un¬ 
ited  Methodist  Church.  The  confc- 
ence  was  sued  by  people  who  lost 
money  when  Pacific  Homes  declared 
In  observance  of  Polish- American  bankruptcy. 

Heritage  Day  Activities  in  Kosciusko  0,1 1)60  10-  a  California  judge  an¬ 
on  Saturday,  Jan.  17,  the  Kosciusko  nounced  an  agreement  in  principle  on 
Ministerial  Association  will  conduct  a  a  plan  that  would  allow  the  Methodist 
'Worship  service'  at  the  First  United  conference  to  loan  821  million ’to  fee 


Jack  Stanton,  a  principal  speaker,  au¬ 
tographs  programs.  Stanton,  who  di¬ 
rected  evangelism  training  for  all  four 
sessions,  is  director  of  the  institute  of 
evangelism  and  professor  of  evangelism 
at  Southwest  Baptist  pbiiege.  Bolivar, 


Missionaries  Polish  Pastor 
On  Furlough  Will  Preach 

Missionaries  now  on  furlough  irf  Ill  KoSCillsko 


Bpring  nidge  Road,  Clinton;  John  Rasa,  native  of  Poland  and  pas-  - - - , 

Myy  Alice  Ditsmrth,  4810  Orchard  tor  of  the  Polish  Baptist  Church  of  our  Fort  Worth,  Tex.— Registration  has 
5°*°’  .*£5*.**,  (*®Hm*sia) ;  Saviour  in  Parma,  Ohio,  will  preach  begun  for  the  29th  annual  Church 

Togo,  the  sermon.  Music  Workshop  Jan.  26-30  on  the 

4i«  rord  st..  Columbia;  Dot  Lott,  Kasa  will  come  to  Kosciusko  as  a  campus  of  Southwestern  Baptist 
Brazil,  sOSGrayroont  Aye.,  Hatties-  guest  of  the  Attala  Baptist  Association  Theological  Seminary  here, 
burg  ;Ral{ia  and  Gena  Calcote,  Japan,  and  the  Ethel  Baptist  Church.  He  will  Don  Neuen,  director  of  choral  ac- 
Rt  1,  Box  118,  Wesson,  Jason  and  participate  in  the  formal  program  of  tivities  at  the  University  of  Tennes- 
“usfn  c*ri“*e'  Carter  Circle,  the  Polish-American  Heritage  Day  see/Knoxville,  will  lead  choral  ses- 
Jackson  (Uruguay);  Jerald  and  Activities  at  noon  on  that  day.  ~  -  - 

Statue  PwrtiL  407  N.  38th  Ave.,  Hat-  Other  speaking  engagements  for  the 

tierfturg,  (phone 284-2113)  (Thailand) ;  Polish-American  Baptist  leader  will 
James  and  Dorothy  Gilbert,  718  be  at  WUliamsville  Baptist  Church 
Woodhill  Rd„  Jackson  (Ecuador.)  Ethel  Baptist  Church  and  First  Bai> 


■■■■■■■  into  A  TREEHOUSE  IN  FROSTBURG 
David  Meece,  musician,  was.  en-  with  Michael  told  Larry  Faxon  where 
thusiastically  received  by  his  youthful  they  learn  about  life  with  father  when 
audience  as  ha  sang  and  played  the  father  is  a  director  of  associational 
pianb.fn  concerts  Tuesday  morning  arKi  missions  in  Maryland. 


worship. 

Ron  Nelson,  director  of  music  at 

_  .  .  _  „  _  „  - — — __  Westwood  Lutheran  Church  in  St. 

Fortaleza,  BrasU— The  first  sue-  Levon  Moore  is  director  of  missions  Louis  Park,  Minn.,  will  conduct  chil- 
cessful  open  heart  surgery  at  the  for  the  Attala  Baptist  Association  and  dren’s  choir  clinics.  Choral  diction 
Everett  GUI  Jr.  Baptist  Memorial  president  of  the  Kosciusko  Ministerial  specialist  Dorothy  Uris  of  New  York 
Hospital  in  Fortaleza  was  performed  Association.  City  will  lead  diction  workshops. 

Oct  21.  A  medical  team  of  five  per-  The  name  of  the  city  of  Kosciusko  is  Additional  workshop  information  is 

formed  the  three  and  one-half  hour  op-  not  an  Indian  name,  as  many  suppose,  available  by  writing  C.  David  Keith 

eration  in  the  40-bed  hospital  located  in  but  it  was  named  for  Thaddeus  Kos-  coordinator,  Church  Music  Workshop, 

this  part  city  in  the  northeast  Brazilian  ciusko,  the  Polish  and  American  free-  Southwestern  Seminary  P.  O  Box 

state  of  Cesra.  .  _  dam  fighter.  22000-4D,  Fort  Worth,  Texas  76122. 


Radio-TV  Agency  Moves 
To  Establish  New  Network 


( Continued  from  page  1)  tist  Convention  is  that  within  10  years 

ready  have  been  granted,  Allen  said,  as  many  as  10,000  churches  may  have 
and  hundreds  more  requested,  which  the  equipment  to  receive  telecom- 
prompted  the  freeze.  He  said  there  is  munications.” 
no  way  of  knowing  how  many  of  the  Cothen  said  a  satellite  receiving  dish 
FCC  requests  will  be  granted,  when  can  be  built  for  about  85,000,  and  once 
they  will  be  granted  or  when  a  network  it  is  in  place,  a  church,  State  or  associ- 
might  begin.  ation  would  be  able  to  receive  live  or 

Allen  said  applications  will  be  made  taped  programs,  which  might  include 
for  more  than  100  licenses,  antieipat-  Bible  study  lectures,  teaching  and 
ing  some  contested  areas.  Several  training  sessions  or  addressses  deli- 
large  companies,  he  said,  have  vered  at  Glorieta  or  Ridgecrest  Bap- 
applied,  as  has  the  Christian  Broad-  tist  Conference  Centers, 
casting  Network.  No  other  major  de-  The  network  proposal  will  require 
nominations  are  known  to  have  sought  the  approval  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
licenses,  however.  Convention  Executive  Committee 

Cost  of  the  stations  is  expected  to  which  will  meet  in  Nashville,  Feb. 
vary  from  850,000  to  8100,000  each,  the  16-18.  The  Sunday  School  Board's  par- 
basic  cost  of  transmitters  and  tower  at  ticipation  in  the  810  million  insurance 
each  local  station.  The  station,  in  some  credit,  already  approved  by  its  plans 
instances,  Allen  said,  could  be  limited  and  policies  and  executive  commu¬ 
te  a  room  in  a  church  if  the  station  tees,  will  have  to  be  ratified  by  the 
simply  transmits  network  program-  board  when  it  meets  in  Nashville  Jan. 
ming  and  originates  nothing  locally.  27-28. 

ACTS  will  provide  network  prog-  Although  the  commission  members 
ramming  during  specified  times  and  ■  attending  the  special  called  meeting 
the  local  body  would  determine  how  gave  the  proposal  enthusiastic, 
much  and  what  type  programming  it  unanimous  endorsement,  several 
On  that  trip,  the  seven  religious  'vou,<*  originate  during  the  remaining  raised  questions  and  voiced  concern 
■  -  -  —  hours.  Allen  emphasized,  however,  about  forming  the  separate  corpora- 

that  the  future  of  the  system, will  do-  tion,  the  cost  6f  programming  for  the 
fiend  on  quality  programming  and  network  and  where  both  the  programs 
agreements  with  assured  time  for  and  money  wouM  come  from, 
small  churches.  Allen  said  he  doesn’t  know  where  the 

Network  progMinraiof  '>«ly  money  will  come  from,  but  feels  that 

would  be  beaimd  to  the  stations  by  better  information  Baptists 

through  a  satellite  transponder  sys-  through  the  programs  about  what  the 

tern  from  an  or~- •'ting  steiionin  toe  Cooperative  PrograiVvris  doing,  the 

Dallas/Fort  "Worm 'area.  Should  the  whole  level  oT £lvlitg  among  -.Swlrefn 

system  begin  operation  before  its-  Baptists  will  he  raised, 
satellite  link  can  be  achieved.  Allen  -  He  said  he  feels  Southern  Baptists 
said,  the  stations  would  be  supplied  now  supporting  various  elements  of 
with  network  programs  via  videotape,  toe  electronic  church  will  channel 
Tanner  pointed  out  in  his  statement  Cothen  told  Baptist  Press;  “Ween-  those  funds  into  the  SBC  network  when 
to  the  board  toe  latest  trip  in  Christ-  vision  we  will  be  able  to  use  some  of  toe  they  see  the  work  being  done  "in  our 

(has  of  1980  was  made  with  the  permit-  same  hardware  to  create  and  operate  own  family  of  faith.” 

sion  of  the  State  Department  to  travel  for  the  denomination  a  telecommuni-  However,  he  said,  toe  commission 
tolran.  The  latest  trip  was  made  “only  cations  system  to  communicate  with  would  not  appeal  for  funds  on  the  air  as 

for  religious  purposes,  and  for  no  pol  it-  associations,  churches  and  state  con-  is  being  done  by  some  in  the  electronic 

ical  reasons  whatever,”  Tanner  said,  ventions  by  way  of  a  satellite  media 

(Newton  is  HMB  news  director  s  “The  potential  for  the  Southern  Bap-  "Idon’ttoinkGodlsrunningshortof 


Walsh,  Kimball  Return 
To  Iran  For  Third  Visit 


that  the  two  young  men  had  been  in¬ 
vited  to  hold  religious  services  for  the 
hostages,  even  though  they  did  not  ar¬ 
rive  in  time  to  participate. 

They  were  the  only  American  minis¬ 
ters  invited  to  Tehran  both  Christ¬ 
mases,  Tanner  pointed  out. 

During  toe  Christmas  season  of  1979. 

,  .  .  -  .  -.JP - -  Walsh  and  Kimball  were  among  sevep ' 

dreUgtomand  Frankfort,  Germany,  as  originally  religious  leaders  from  the  United 
/ard  Universi-  planned.  States,  ineiudingformer Southern  Bap- 

Tanner  told  directors  there  had  been  tist  Convention  President  Jimmy  Al- 
TnL!*1 1  aP°*°8le*  fr»m  Iranian  officials  be-  len,  who  participated  in  a  “fact  finding 

'State  Depart-  g^gg  the  invitations  were  issued  too  mission”  to  study  religious  dimen- 
u#*  me?  ,2®'  ,rr  them  *®  clear  all  the  red  tape  sions  of  the  crisis  in  Iran. 

Mission  Board  ^•“^  totravefto  Iran  in  time  for,  0n  that  trip,  the  seven  religious 
.  ,  .  .  leaders  met  with  the  Ayatollah  Kho- 

Pr evident  Wil-  . 0n2*e m£Tnin8“f H0"* Mission  meini.  and  spent  six  hours  with  the 
wd  members  ®°®rd  lJ,eed"*;  Don  Hammonds,  di-  militant  students  then  holding  toe  hos- 
i  pointirwout  special  mission  ministries  for  tages  They  did  not,  however,  see  the 

teSrtt  hostages  or  hold  Christmas  religious 

s  Baptist  Con-  Pnone1’T«hran-  ,,  services  on  that  Jrip,  either. 

i  —  —  yg-Kim:  WalstrShd  Kimball  made  a  second 

And  Kim  ball  “J® !£“  ***  5^1  flowed  m  visit  trip  to  Iran  in  May  to  take  mall  to  the 
o#n,  withno  hostages  and  to  participate  in  \con- 

n  Baptist  Con-  Jj*  ference  on  American  intervention  in 

n  Board,  in  ac-  .  Tehr*n,  perhaps  on  Monday.  [ran  with  former  U.S.  Attomev  Gen-. 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Two  Southern  delayed  by  10  hours,  but  Walsh's  wife 
Baptist  ministers  invited  by  the  prime  Karen,  later  confirmed  that  her  hus- 
minister  of  Iran  to  conduct  Christmas  band  and  Kimball  arrived  in  Tehran  at 
worship  services  for  the  hostages  ar-  8:30  a.m.  Dec.  26. 
rived  in  Tehran  a  day  too  late  to  par-  Mrs.  Walsh  said  they  were  delayed 
_  because ^  they  had  to  Oy  to  Bonn,  Ger- 


HMB  Names  Consultants 
Hunger,  Missions  Strates 


Judge  Throws  Out  Q’Ha 
Challenge  To  Chaplains 


■ 

ATLANTA  (BP)— National  consultants  for  dis-  disaster  relief  and  domestic  hunger  is  a  first  step 

ster  relief/domestic  hunger  and  metropolitan  toward  helping  Southern  Baptists  be  more  Christ- 

ussion  strategy  were  named  by  directors  of  the  .  -ian  in  their  attitudes  and  responses  to  poor  people 
Nithem  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  during  in  the  United  States,  said  Paul  Adkins  director  of 

ieir  December  meeting.  Also,  they  appropriated  Christian  social  ministries. 

f)rovidI?  Baptist  ministries  at  the  “If  the  statistics  we  see  are  correct  -  JO  million 

*2  World  s  Fair  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.  peopleinthe  United  States  who  are  hungry — then 

Nathan  Porter  .  paster  of  First  Baptist  Church  the  largest  non-Catholic  denomination  needs 
Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  was  named  consultant  for  someone  who  will  $ve  full  time  to.  discovering 
isaster  relief  and  domestic  hunger,  George  W.  who  these  people  are,  where  they  are,  why  they 

ullard,  Jr.,  director  of  Christian  social  minis-  are  hungry  andsrhat  Southern  Baptists  can  do  to 

ies  for  Mecklenburg  Baptist  Association,  Char-  alleviate  their  suffering,”  Adkins  said, 

itte,  N.  C„  was  appointed  consultant  for  MEGA,  Prior  to  his  Arkadelphia  pastorate.  Porter,  48, 

mission  strategy  aimed  atU.S.  cities  of  more  spent  13  years  on  the  HMB  staff.  He  was  associate 
ian  one  million  population.  director  of  the  missionary  personnel  department 

Board  President  William  G.  Tanner  noted  the  from  1960  to  1868,  and  he  was  associate  director  of 

ir’s  theme  will  focus  on-energy  and  told  the  the  Evangelism  Division  from  1968  to  1973. 

W’U hSp Sou“lern Baptist*  While  at  the  board,  he  was  involved  in  student 

nsor  a  spiritual  energy  paviUvon.  summer  missions,  started  the  US-2  missions 

“We  will  have  an  opportunity  to  witness  to  bet-  program,  developed  strategies  for  student 
een  12  and  22  million  people  who  will  visit  the  evangelism,  coffeehouse  ministries  and  beach 
ir,’-’  Tanner  said.  The  845,000  appropriation  is  evangelism. 
ie  first  installment  of  890,000  the  board  has  He  is  a  native  of  Brazil  where 

edged  to  the  project,  which  will  be  sponsored  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Ife 
intly  by  the  board,  the  Tennessee  Baptist  Con-  oT 

mtion  and  the  Knox  County  Association  of  Bap-  Theological  Seminary .  He  will  work  out  of  offices 
,  in  his  Arkadelphia  home  for  the  near  future. 

Porter  sappouitmentas  national  consultant  for  Bullard  will  be  respnnciRteforheli 


with  more  than  one  million  population 
strategies  for  reaching  the  entire  city 
gospel,  said  Don  Hammer,  metropolitan 
[director. 

ter  pointed  out  38  percent  of  the  people  ifi 
n  live  in  cities  with  more  than  one  million 
»;  yet  only  12  percent  of  Baptists  and 
»nt  of  the  churches  are  intoe  big  cities 
■  going  to  his  present  position,  Bullard 
id  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  as  a  PACT  (Project 
ce  for  Churches  in  Transition)  consui- 
he  Baptist  Convention  of  Maryland.  He  is 
ate  of  Mars  Hill  College  and  Southern 


mgs  with  prayer. 

__ _ _  She  has  challenged  the  practice  at 

r  action,  directors  named  two  mission  Attorneys  for  both  parties  in  the  case  the  Fifth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  ip 

items,  granted  church  pastoral  assis-  say  they  expect  a  formal  written-bpin-  New  Orleans ,  where  oral  arguments  in 

ight  persons  and  approved  four  more  for  km  in  the  near  future.  ,  the  case  are  scheduled  for  Jan.  29. 

pastoral  assistance.  Reached  at  the  Austin,  Tex.,  head-  One  day  earlier,  Jan.  28,  O’Hair  will 

its  also  accepted  resignations  of  staffers  quarters  of  her  organization,  Ameri-  be  before  the  same  court  challenging 

Crumpler  and  William  T.  Updike,  can  Atheist  Union,  O’Hair  told  Baptist  the  practice  of  the  Texas  State  Legis- 

r  has  become  pastor  of  Indian  Creek  Press  she  will  appeal  the  decision.  latere  to  feature  a  nativity  scene  in  the 
Ihurch  of  Stone  Mountain,  Ga.,  an  At-  O’Hair  sued  the  government  last  rotunda  of  the  State  Capitol  each 

urb.  Updike  took  early  retirement  to  be-  summer,  arguing  that  employing  and  Christmas  season, 

xrtor  of  missions  for  Lawrence ville  Bap- 
liation,  also  near  Atlanta, 
s  became  associate  director  of  the  HMB 
ans  division  in  19(8,  following  four  years 
ipolitan  missionary  for  the  Mid-Valley 
issociation  in  California. 


Conferences  Will  Aid  Leaders 


Baptists 


In  Planning  For  Youth  Week 

My  Church:  A  Family  of  Fatth,  the  March  1*.  The  rallies  proviti 
TVT  _  theme  for  Youth  Week  HI,  is  designed  ship  and  inspiration  to  the  yi 
irn  rpTlACfi  YX/  PP  If  to  help  youths  to  understand  what  God  youth  leaders  of  an  asso 

’  Uilvoo  TV  CUfk  wants  the  church  to  be.  By  looking  at  Suggestions  for  the  program  t 

one’s  family,  young  people  will  gain  Church  Training  Magazine 

The  foundation  is  a  non-profit  corpo-  biblical  insight  into  relationships  that  1981.  Committees  under  the  le 

ration  concerned  about  the  problems  describe  the  church  as  loving,  forgiv-  of  the  director  of  misskms  pi 

of  alcohol  and  drug  abuse.  ing,  encouraging,  and  training.  duct,  and  evaluate  the  asso 

Youth  Week  ’81  will  allow  youth  to  Youth  Rally.  ~ 

The  Foundation  was  incorporated  to  recognize  the  gifts  God  calls  them  to  For  more  information  cot 
promote  and  encourage  responsible  use.  The  week  of  March  13-22, 1961,has  Church  Training  department, 

educational  activities  and  programs  been  designated  as  a  probable  time  for  Jackson,  Miss.  38205. 

which  provide  factual,  information  on  churches  to  observe  Youth  Week ’81. 

the  use  dud  abuse  oPUcohol  and  other  -  “How  to  Plan  Youth  Week  ’81”  con*  ( 

drugs;  and  to.cooperate  with  and  dis-  ferences  will  be  held  during  the  week  1  ICatllUlg  ' 
semina te  $e  findings  of  other  groups  0f  January  26-30,  in  conjunction  with 

engaged  in  responsible  research  and  “DiscipleUfe  Interpretation”  clinics,  fifourarrlellin 

educational  projects  concerning  the  Ty*  ^  p.m.  meetings  will  be  held  at  OlCWalUSmu 


Group  Spon 
Drug  Abuse 


s  Alcohol 


Re-elected  MBCB 
Members  Listed 


In  the  report  of  elections  of  board 
members  following  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  in  November  the 
names  of  those  members  who  had  been 
re-elected  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  were  omitted  inad¬ 
vertently  because  they  were  ndtlisted. 

Those  who  had  served  one  term  on 
the  Convention  Board  and  were  re¬ 
elected  to  a  second  term  were  as  fol- 

jjum-rrc-. 

Adams  Association;-  ntsArl  E f. 
Jones;  Benton,  Douglas  Joslin; 
Hinds-Madison,  Mrs.  Leo  Murray; 
Lowndes,  Joe  McKeever;  Marion, 
Charles  Bass  and  David  Perry;  New 
Choctaw,  Robert  Lee  King;  Newton, 
R.  J.  Reynolds;  Sharkey-Issaquena, 
.C.  A.  Bozeman;  Simpson,  Hues  ton  Ad¬ 
kins;  Sunflower,  A.  M.  Moore  III;  Tal¬ 
lahatchie,  Matthew  Greer; 
Tishomingo,  Charles  Dampeer;  Un¬ 
ion,  Robert  H.Carr;  Washington, 
Murry  Alexander;  Wayne,  Percy  Wal¬ 
ler;  Webster,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Yates;  and 
Yazoo,  Eugene  H.  Turner. 


Tupelo  on  January  26;  Greenville, 
First,  and  West  Point,  First,  on 
January  27;  Brookhaven,  Easthaven, 
and  Gulfport,  Grace  Memorial,  on 
January  29;  and  at  Jackson,  Van 
Winkle,  and  Laurel,  Highland  Baptist, 
on  January  30.  Guidance  in  bow  to 
plan,  involve  youths,  and  experience 
excitement  will  be  given  at  each  loca- 
tioo. 

Youth  Week  Pak  ’81  is  a  kit  filled 
with  posters,  guidebook,  music  and 
additional  materials  to  aid  in..  plan¬ 
ning.  The  Church  Training  aeparte 


Mississippian 
On  ‘Country 
Crossroads’ 

Rob  Smith,  who  represents  Copiah, 
Simpson,  and  Rankin  Counties  in  the 
Mississippi  Legislature,  talked  witlj 


Mississippi  Baptists  Named 
To  Robison  Crusade  Posts 


Buchanan  To  Staff 


member  of  Forest  Hill  Baptist  Church. 

Robert  Nations,  a  member  of 
McDowell  Road  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  is  chairman  of  the  prime¬ 
time  television  committee.  The 
chairman  of  the  transportation  com¬ 
mittee  is  Lonnie  Rushing,  a  member  of 
Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church. 

Myrtle  Isonhood,  a  member  of 
Burch  Hill  Baptist  Church  in  Hinds- 
Madison  Association,  is  chairman  of 
the  telephone  committee^  Sam  Creel, 
pastor  of  Sunshine' Bapt&fri&ttcli  a 
Rankin  Association,  is  chairman  of  ^ the 
follow-up  committee. 

Bill  Durr,  who  is  a  member  of  Morri¬ 
son  Heights  Baptist  Church,  will  serve 
as  service  club  liaison.  Bob 
McElhaney  of  Morrison  Heights  is 
chairman  of  the  video  presentation 
committee.  Bob  Megginson  of  Hill- 
crest  Baptist  Church  is  cochairman  of 
the  youth  committee. 

A  number  of  other  committee  posi¬ 
tions  are  filled  by  members  of 
_  Methodist  churches,  black  Baptist 

chairman.  Cecil  Harper,  a  member  of  churches,  a  Church  of  God  pastor,  in- 
Woodland  Hills  Baptist  Church,  dependent  Baptist  Churches,  and  a 
Jackson,  is  chairman  of  the  music  noo-denominational  church, 
committee.  Wilbur  Irwin,  pastor  of  Forest  Hill 

Claude  Townsend,  a  member  of  Baptist  Church,  is  credited  with  con- 
First  Baptist  Church,  Florence,  is  co-  ceiving  the  idea  of  the  James  Robison 
chairman  of  the  prayer  committee,  cnisade  about  a  year  ago,  according  to 
Rodger  Ownby,  who  is  co-chairman  of  Murphey 

the  publicity  committee,  is  a  member  Jim  Richardson  is  the  regional 
of  Parkway  Baptist  Church.  cnisade  director  for  the  James  Robi- 

Wayne  Crenshaw,  pastor  of  Liberty  son  Evangelistic  Association 


Smith  will  be  heard  in  March  or  April,  which  is  to  be  held  March  22  to  27. 

"Gountry  Crossroads,”  a  weekly  The  crusade  services  will  be  held  at 
half-hour  radio  program  produced  and  7:30  eac^  evenin8  'n  Hie  Mississippi 
distributed  by  the  Radio  and  Televi-  Coliseum  in  Jackson, 
sion  Commission,  is  heard  on  more  John  Murphey,  a  physician  and  a 
than  1100  stations  across  the  country,  member  of  Morrison  Heights  Baptist 
—  Radio  TV  rv<mmi««inn  photo.  Church  in  a  in  ton,  is  chairman  of  the 

executive  crusade  committee.  Ken 
TTr»fT  T  May,  who  is  the  treasurer  for  the 

^  crusade,  is  a  lay  member  of  Forest  Hill 

rrw  m  V  Baptist  Church,  Jackson. 

To  Sponsor  Tnp  . . 

Tp  National  Meet 

Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  is  sponsoring  a  trip  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  WMU  convention  and  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention,  with  side  trips 
to  Disneyland  and  mission  points. 

There  will  also  be  a  bit  of  mission  work 
to  do. 

The  trip  will  be  June  3-11,  leaving 
from  Jackson  to  San  Diego.  June  4,  the 
group  will  work  with  Romona  Baptist 
Church,  where  Mississippi  Baptists 
helped  build  the  facility. 

The  next  day  will  have  a  guided  tour 
of  San  Diego,  with  visits  to  churches  in 
Tijuana.  June  6  the  group  will  visit 
Disneyland  and  go  on  to  Los  Angeles 
for  the  WMU  and  Southern  Baptist 
Conventions. 

June  10,  there  will  be  a  guided  tour  of 
Korean  and  Chinese  churches  and  Be¬ 
verly  Hills,  with  return  to  Mississippi 
on  June  11. 

Total  cost  of  the  trip  will  be  8879,  plus 


NASHVILLE, Tenn.  (BP)-JohnH. 
Buchanan,  Alabama's  Sixth  District 
Republican  representative  to  Con¬ 
gress  for  the  past  16  years,  has  become 
a  consultant  Mr  the  Southern  Baptist 
Christian  Life  Commission  effective 
Jan.  1. 

*  jluchqnan,  who  was  the  only  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  minister  in  Congress,  lost*' 
his  bid  for  re-election  when  be  was 
narrowly  defeated1  in  the  Republican  - 
primary  last  September  by  a  Moral 
Majority-supported  candidate. 


sociational  Youth  Rallies  on  Monday,  is  so  uncommon. 


Hear  Gospel  Music  At  Its  Best,  By  The  Very  Best 

“Jerry  Wayne  Bernard"  (Houston,  TX.) 

Records  86.00—8  track  and  cassette  87.00 
Please  add  50c  per  order  for  mailing  No  C.O.D.’s  pi 

“For  Once  la  My  Ufe” 

“Plenty Of  Time" 

“Mama’s  Favorite  Hymns" 


“He  was  mere  All  'me  nine 
“The  Bernards” 

“Jerry  Wayne” 

Send  check  to  Greta  Staart,  4518  Second, 


Florence  Harris 
Missionary 
Emeritus,  Dies 


Florence  Harris,  emeritus  Southern 
Baptistmissionary  to  China,  died  Jan. 

4  in  Jackson,  Miss.  She  was  91.  She  had 
lived  in  Clinton  most  of  the  years  since 
her  retirement 

Funeral  services  were  Jan.  7  atFirst 
Baptist  Church,  Clinton,  Miss.,  with 
interment  at  the  Clinton  Cemetery, 

BUI  Baker,  pastor,  First,  Clinton,  and 
Kermit  D.  McGregor,  pastor,  Morri¬ 
son  Heights,  Clinton,  officiated. 

Mrs.  Harris  and  her  late  husband, 

Hendon  Mason  Harris,  were  appointed 
to  China  in  1910.  After  working  in  edu¬ 
cation  and  evangelism  in  Kaifeng, 

Honan  Province,  they  resigned  in  1929.  ,  .  .  .  ,  .  ««  r . , 

W-t'S.SSKS  "St**.— Christian  Action  Meet  lo 

forced  tiiem  out  in  1948.  They  retired  in  deposit,  checks  made  out  to  Worcuns  r 

■Ksssasu-.  gggjgiaaa  Stress  Church-Public  Ed 

Harris  was  born  August  12, 1889,  in  Sal-  McKeitoen^  WMU,  Box  530,  Jackson, 

tillo,  Mexico,  the  daughter  of  William  MISS-.  38205  The  Church  and  Public  Education  We  need  accurate  information  to  de- 

and  Florence  Mayberry  Powell,  will  be  the  theme  of  a  one-day  seminar  termine  the  extent  church  members 

pioneer  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  T  TJ7  rp  Q'l  _  to  be  held  in  the  Alta  Woods  Baptist  should  be  involved  in  public  educa¬ 
te  Mexico.  J  •  Vi  •  X  .  Oiler ,  Church,  Jackson,  Feb.  23,  10  a.m.-3  tion.” 

She  attended  Blue  Mountain  Col-  p.m.,  undo- the  auspices  of  the  Christ-  Fortenberry  will  discuss  problems 

lege,  Mississippi  College,  and  Wo-  \f’  ■  TYixxo  lan  Action  Commission.  concerning  public  education  in  urban 

man’s  Missionary  Union  Training  IvxlIllSlCx,  LrlcS  Resource  persons'appearing  on  the  areas  and  Arnold  will  deal  with  rural 

School  (now  part  of  Southern  Semi-  program  will  be  Robert  N.  Forten-  areas.  Myers  will  indicate  the 

nary),  Louisville,  Ky.  Services  were  held  Jan.  5,  for  J.  W.  berry,  superintendent,  Jackson  Public  church’s  concern  historically  for  pub- 

She  is  survived  by  three  daughters:  T.  (Tom)  Siler,  78,  of  213 Osage  Court,  Schools;  John  J.  Arnold,  superinten-  lie  education.  A  panel  discussion  to  be 
Mrs.  Miriam  Mills  of  Grand  Rapids,  Lexington,  Ky.  .  dent,  Bolivar  County  School  District  moderated  by  Brumfield  will  attempt 

Mich.,  Mrs.  Helen  Moon  of  Poland,  Siler,  who  Is  survived  by  his  wife,  rv,  Cleveland;  diaries  E.  Myers,  pas-  to  clarify  the  role  of  the  church  in 
N.  Y,  and  Mrs.  Florencita  Strunk  of  Mary  Rowe  Siler,  died  Jan.  3, 1181.  tor  of  Alta  Woods  Church;  and  Jerry  meeting  the  challenges  of  our  day. 
Oak  Ridge,  Tenn. ;  three  sons:  Hendon  A  native  of  Silerton,  Tenn.,  he  was  a  Brumfield,  president,  Mississippi  As- 
Harris  Ji GoldstwiVr^e.,  La-**  retired  Baj^ie*.  minister,  having  sociation.of  Educators,  Jackson, 
dhee  Harris  of  'Savannah,  Ga:,  and  served  since  1921  at  churchea  to  Zen-  The  semr  'Sjpied  to  explore 

Richard  Harris  of  Washington, ,D.C. ;  nessee,  Kentucky,  mid  Mississippi.  Hr-*,  the  role  of  the' churdPin  meetioo* 
one  brother,  Ernest  Powell  of  Fincas-  retired  In  1969  from  Neteflebron  rent  challenges TStpubllc  education 
tie.  Va.  ;  31  grandchildren  and  several  Church,  Newhebron,  Miss.  “For  the  past  several  years  we 

grea t-grandch ildren .  He  was  a  graduate  of  Union  Univer-  largely  have  given  our  attention  to 

She  was  a  member  of  First  Church,  sity,  Jackson,  Tenn.,  and  Southern  private  school  education.”  said  J. 

Clinton.  She  and  her  husband  were  ac-  Seminary  in  Louisville.  Clark  Hensley,  executive  director  of 

live  in  the  organization  of  Morrison  Other  survivors  include  one  son,  WiV  the  Christian  Action  Commission  ‘Oil 
Heights  Churdfc,  ™- ...  -r  -----  ■  liam  Thoms*  Siler,  Mooticello,  Miss  ;  the  other  hand,  Baptists*®*"-'  te- 

In  1968.  while  she  was  living  at  106  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Margaret  Kaiser  cades  have  been  among  <he  strongest 

Sunset  Drive,  Clinton,  her  autobiog-  of  Lexington,  Ky,  and  Mrs.  Elliott  supporters  of  public  education  and  w<  regular  retirement  age  and  this 

raphy.  How  Beautiful  the  Feet,  was  Fleming  of  Clinton,  Miss. ;  and  six  think  it  timely,  therefore,  to  examine  seemed  to  be  the  time  to  do  it  “Parker 

published.  grandsons.  current  problems  Of  the  public  schools,  will  be  84  next  July.  * 


Interpretation  dimes 

January  26  7:00  p.m.  Hattiesburg,  First  Church 

January  27  10:00  a.m.  Jackson,  Oak  Forest  Church 

January  27  7:00  p.m.  Oxford,  First  Church 

January  28  10:00  a.m.  Winona,  First  Church 


NOW  AVAILABLE  TO  AGES  64  AND  OVER 
Guaranteed  Issue 
Pre-existing  conditions  covered 
Immediately — No  waiting  periods 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

(Pokey  Form  IJtj 

Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn't  pay  for  hospital  confinement. 
Additional  benefits  may  be  added  for 

•Physicians  and  Surgeon  in  or  out  of  hospital 

from  JtS/  '  \r 

•Nurse  •Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 
•Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home  it  n> 


Iowa  Leader  Retires 

.  DES  MGte’v^jowa .  (HP )— Wilson 
Parker  ,  execu  ttve  director  of  the  Iowa 
Southern  Baptist  Fellowship,  retired 
Jan.  1. 

Parker,  a  veteran  of  nearly  20  years 
of  pioneer  missions  work,  was  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  fellowship  for  two  years, 
ftucker  said  fee  decided  to  take  early 


PW^JftOl)  924-2748 


Name 


Street 


Phone 


No  claim  terms  needed  —  bills  only. 
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Editorials 


The  national  scene 


CHURCH 
of  the 
VEkR  1 


The  need  for  prayer 


As  the  time  has  wound  down  for  the 
change  in  administrations  for  our  na¬ 
tion,  two  Mississippi  pastors  have  ex¬ 
pressed  feelings  concerning  issues 
that  have  confronted  the  old  administ¬ 
ration  and  challenges  with  which  the 
administration  has  had  to  cope.  Both 
reflect  the  need  for  prayer  relating  to 
our  nation's  affairs. 

Joe  McKeever,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Columbus,  penned  “A 
Prayer  for  the  Hostage  Situation." 
which  appeared  on  the  front  of  the 
church  bulletin  for  Jan.  1.  It  reads: 

OLord, 

Our  nation  has  been  brought  to  its 
knees  by  the  events  in  Iran.  From  that 
position,  we  now  pray. 

We  pray, 

Not  for  the  triumph  of  political 
schemes  and  deals,  not  for  the  salvag¬ 
ing  of  our  national  honor,  and  not 
merely  for  the  safety  and  release  of  the 


Dear  Mr.  President: 

I  didn't  vote  for  you.  Lest  this  lettr 


fifty-two  hostages. 

We  pray  for  a  sequence  of  events 
that  shall  miraculously  deliver  the 
hostages,  amaze  and  dumbfound 
politicians  in  all  countries,  direct 
every  man’s  thoughts  toward  Thee  as 
the  True  and  Only  God,  rescue  an 
America  now  held  hostage  by 
humanism  and  materialism,  by  aim¬ 
lessness  and  selfishness,  turning  it 
back  to  Thee. 

We  pray,  as  David  spoke  before 
Goliath,  “That  all  the  earth  may  know 
there  is  a  God  in  Israel. 

In  the  strong  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
Amen. 

Walter  A.  Price,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Fulton,  has  addressed  a 
situation  that  caused  most  of  us  to 
pause  for  contemplation,  regardless  of 
our  political  affiliation.  It  reflects  on 
the  attitude  of  the-people  toward  those 
in  office.  It  is  “An  Open  Letter  to  the 
President,"  and  it  reads:- 


IHEY'VE  ALREADY  VOTED  TO  SEND 
THEIR  PASTOR  TO  THE  CONVENTION 
IN  LOS  AN6ELES  NEXT  TUNE." 


“Government  by  the  People1 

Editor: 

Your  editorial  that  appeared  in  the 
December  18,  1980,  edition  of  the  Re- 


Ministry  in  India 

Editor: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  book  re¬ 
view.  Anne  McWilliams  did  a  good  job, 
and  I.feel  very  flattered  by  her  com¬ 
ments.  I  was  very  surprised  over  the 

lack  of  response  to  the  review. .  .then  it  _  _ 

struck  me.  I  never  read  reviews  until  I  extremely  well  written  and  displays 
began  to  look  for  mine  in  the  Record.  I  the  true  American  spirit  of  govern- 
wonder  how  mahyoIBerpedpIC  neg-  merit  on  the  basis  of  individual  partici. 
lect  to  read  the  reviews.  pation. 

Elven  and  I  thought  the  sale  of  the  All  citizens,  Baptist  or  not,  should 
book  could  help  to  pay  our  way  to  In-  heed  the  clarion  call  of  this  editorial 
dia.  We  plan  to  be  gone  for  six  months  and  not  only  exercise  their  God-given 
on  an  evangelism  mission  there,  and  constitution-given  right,  but  fulfill 
We  can  now  get  a  six-month  visa,  so  their  duty  and  obligation  to  assist  in 
plan  to  take  advantage  of  it.  It  mil  be  the  governing  process, 
quite  costly,  but  the  work  is  needed  so  Don  A.  Gill 


The  1981  legislative  session  ...  -- - 

Additional  pre-filed  bills  are  listed 


The  1981  session  of  the  Mississippi 
Legislature  is  under  way,  and  a 
number  of  additional  bills  were  pre¬ 
filed  before  the  session  began.  In  order 
that  readers  will  be  able  to  keep  up  as 
nearly  as  possible  with  what  will  be 
going  on  this  year  in  the  Legislature, 
we  are  listing  a  number  of  those  bills 
which  would  seem  to  be  of  interest.  It  is 
certainly  not  too  early  to  be  in  touch 
frith  legislators  to  express  opinions 
•bout  pending  legislation. 


rehabilitation.  Finance  Committee.  Children  in  order  to  retain  an  exempt 

S  2186  by  Maloney  would  prohibt  status.  Public  Health  and  Welfare 
possession  of  firearms  by  persons  pa-  Committee. 

ticipating  in  or  attending  demons tn-  S  2293  by  Scoper  would  revise  the 

tions  in  public  places.  Judiciary  definition  of  the  term  “parapher- 

_  *  — — tJ— *»»  — — - i  it-  .  v t — - in._i — « 

Committee.  , 

S  2190  by  Martin  T.  Smith  would  *- 
sert  the  word  "cocaine”  in  the  defla¬ 
tion  section  and  in  Schedule  JI  of  Re 
controlled  substance  list.  Judiciary 
Conlmittee. 

S  2195  by  Martin  T.  Smith  would  re¬ 
define  the  term  “manufacturer”  and 
would  include  the  word  “cocaine”  in 
the  definition  of  “narcotic  drug.” 
judiciary  Committee. 

S  2206  by  Stringer  and  others  would 
make  it  unlawful  to  transfer  any 
“drug-related”  object,  would  pre¬ 
scribe  penalties  fix'  such  transfer,  asd 
would  define  the  term  “drug-related” 

Judiciary  Committee. 

S  2231  by  Rhodes  would  authorize 
package  retail  permittees  to  sell  <1- 


mandatory  jail  sentence  for  any  per¬ 
son  bringing  controlled  drug  sub¬ 
stances  into  this  state  with  intent  to 
sell.  Judiciary  A  Committee. 

H 161  by  Dollar  would  reduce  the  per 
cent  of  alcohol  content  required  to  be 
present  in  one’s  blood  in  order  to  pre¬ 
sume  that  such  person  was  intoxicated 
while  driving .  Judiciary  A  Committee . 

HCR  9  by  Horton  would  make  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  U  .S .  Congress  by  the  State 
of  Mississippi  for  calling  a  convention 
to  prepare  an  amendment  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States  wifli  re¬ 
spect  to  prohibition  of  most  abortions. 
Rules  Committee. 

In  the  Senate  these  bills  would  seem 
to  be  of  interest: 

S  2117  bjr  Gresham  would  delete  the 
repealer  provision  relating  to  the  3  per 
cent  markup  on  alcoholic  beverages 
for  funding  alcoholism  treatment  and 
rehabilitation  programs.  Finance 
Committee 

“STlSfb^EBifigtdh  would  provide  re- 
Hgious  exemption  from  immunization 


nalia”  as  used  in  the  Uniform  Control¬ 
led  Substances  Law  and  prescribe 
penalties.  Judiciary  Committee. 

S  2296  by  Nix  would  exempt  sales  to 
churches  from  sales  tax.  Finance 
Committee. 

S  2307  by  Davis  would  add  an  addi¬ 
tional  5.  per  cent  markup  to  the 
wholesale  price  of  alcoholic  beverages 
and  wmeATinance  Committee. 

There  is  no  established  procedure 
for  communicating  opinions  to  legis¬ 
lators.  The  telephone,  of  course,  is  an 
effective  method;  but  it  might  tie  up 
the  legislator  at  an  inappropriate 
time.  A  letter  is  always  effective  and 
can  be  read  at  the  legislator’s  conveni¬ 
ence.  Opinions  could  be  sent  to  the  per¬ 
son  who  has  authored  a  bill  to  express  Editor:  t 

support  or  opposition.  Additionally*  it  Since  this  is  Make  Your  Will  month 
coholic-.  beverages  tor  customers  wouldbe  effect!  vejo  write  to  chairmen  .in  Mississippi  Iwaut  to  share  with  you 

rixriMer-^nSka  hi  wring,  toucan  be  too  church. 

Finance  Committee.  ing  bills,  for  the  chairmen  exercise  Some  years  ago  the  Mississippi  Bap- 

52253  by  Stringer  would  prohibit  the  some  amount  of  control  over  such  dis-  tist  Foundation  was  called  on  to  assist 

sale  of  any  beer  or  wine  to  any  person  cussions.  Also  it  is  well  to  write  to  indi-  in  making  the  will  for  a  fine  couple  in 

under  the  age  of  21.  Judiciary  Commit-  vidual  members  of  these  committees,  our  church.  Bro.  and  Mrs.  Tidwell  had 

Then  it  is  always  appropriate  to  write  been  faithful  to  their  church  until  their 
S  2280  by  Rhodes  would  create  a  to  the  senator  or  representative  from  -health  failed  them.  They  loved  their 
church  land  classification  of  16th  sec-  the  district  of  the  letter  writer.  church  and  wanted  to  see  that  the 

tion  land,  specify  annual  rental,  and  As  soon  as  the  committee  structures  ministry  continued  after  they  were 

require^&year  lease.  Judiciary  are  made  available  to  the  Baptist  Re-  gone.  So,  tfiey  left  the  major  part  of  An  ounce  of  performance  is  worth 

Committee  cord,  they  will  be  printed .  They  should  their  estate  to  the  church.  -  more  than  a  pound  of  preachment.  — 

S  2286 by  Burkes and would  be  available  next  week.  Good  govern-  ~  As  of  yet  we  have  not  decided  whatis  Elbert  Hubbard, 

provide  that  privately  supported  chil-  ment  in  a  democracy  depends  on  the  the  beit-^j  to  use  this  money.  Their 

dren’s  homes  tevolvemeni  of  the  constituents.  As  generous  rift  will  enable  us  to  pay  off 

regulation  by  the  State  Department  of  citizens  of  this  state  we  are  duty  bound  th^bafanre  iX odr  bonds  u«  vfe  mupL 

Public  Welfare  be  accredited  by  the  to  participate  in  its  affairs.  Let  us  not  likely  will  construct  a  Children’s 

fail-  Building  that  is  desperately  needed  in 

our  growing  area  of  the  state. 

The  emphasis  on  Make  Your  Will 
month  is  vital  to  the  growing  work  of 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

Don  Henderson,  Pastor 
First  Baptist  Church 
Nesbit 


A  number  of  pre-filed  bills  were  pre¬ 
sented  in  two  issues  in  December. 
These  are  the  additional  bills  pre-filed 
before  the  beginning  of  the  session. 

la  the  House  of  Representatives 
these  Mils  would  seem  to  be  of  in- 


H  115  by  Cates  and  Presley  would 
reduce  the  percentage  of  alcohol  con¬ 
tent  required  to  presume  someone  was 
intoxicated  while  driving.  It  has  been 


irevise  the  definition  of  drui 
naffiia  arttfwouM  jJrtserib. 


ing  m  Springfield, Vermont.  For  more 
information  contact  Aubrey  Jones,  6 
Curtis^St.,  Springfield,  Vt.  06156.  Ph. 
802-885-5855.  ’ 

Aubrey  Jones,  Pastor 
Precision  Valley  Baptist  Church 
Springfield,  Vt. 


fftottnfc  toaqch  paraphernatia.“““  «•>  jhBdren  by  their  parents  because  such  Fin 

H  126  by  Jackson  would  delete  the  immunization  practices  are  against  S 

repealer  provision  relating  to  a  3  per  their  religious  beliefs.  Judiciary  salt 

pent  markup  on  alcoholic  beverages  Committee.  und 

Kthe  purpose  of  funding  alcoholism  S  2168  by  Stringer  and  Pittman  tee. 

atment  and  rehabilitation  prog-  would  require  the  State  Board  of  Edu- 
ramA  This  in  effect  would  leave  the  3  cation  to  issue  rules  and  regulations 
per  cent  markup  in  effect  for  such  re-  assuring  academic  freedom  by  requir- 
habilitation.  Ways  and  Means  Com-  ing  the  teaching  and  presentation  of 

scientific,  creationism  in  public 
schools  if  the'  theory  of  evolutidh  is 
Education  Committee 
-  S  2183  by  Burkes  would  delete  the 
repealer  provision  relating  to  a  3  per 

cent  markup  on  alcoholic  beverages  ^ 

for  funding  alcoholism  treatment  and  National  Association  of  Homes  for 


jMdMced  treatmqnL^O^!? 
creationism  and  evolution  in  the 
elementary  and  secondary  public 
schools  Education  Committee. 

H  158  by  Andrews  would  provide 


The  hardest  trial  of  the  heart  is 
whether  it  can  bear  of  a  rival’s  failure 
without  steeling  of  triumph. —Conrad' 
Aiken 

He  who  wants  to  keep  his  garden  tidy 
doesn’t  reserve  a  plot  for  weeds.  — 
Dag  Hammarskjold 


Faith  seeking  understanding  ... 

What  do  we  believe  about  God? 


Grumbling  requires  no  talent,  no 
self-denial,  no  brains,  no  character.  — 
O.  S.  Marden 


lation  is  in  a  person,  Jesus  Christ. 

God ,  as  personal ,  may  be  known ,  but 
he  does  not  require  to  be  “proven.” 
Biblical  writers  never  try  to  prove  the 
existence  of  God.  He  is  not  known  as 
the  conclusion  to  an  argument  or  a  de¬ 
duction  from  logic.  God  is  known  as  a 
person  encountered.  He  comes  to  us 
demanding  obedience  and  as  one  to  be 
worshipped,  not  as  a  proposition  to  be 
proven  or  explained.  We  explain  na¬ 
ture  but  we  understand  persons.  We 
cannot  explain  any  person ;  and  surely 
we  cannot  and  need  not  explain  God. 
The  Bible  is  concerned  that  we  know 
and  understand  him.  This  takes  place 
in  a  relationship  of  trust  and  love. 
The  Oneness  of  Gad 
God  is  one  (Deut.  6:4ff.;  Mark 
12:29).  He  is  not  many,  nor  three,  nor 
two,  but  one.  Monotheism  rules  both 
Old  and  New  Testaments.  There  is  one 
God,  known  to  us  as  Father,  Son,  and 
As  personal,  God  is  one  to  meet  and  Holy  Spirit.  The  New  Testament 
know,  to  trust  and  love,  to  enjoy  and  makes  no  room  for  “tritheism.”  The 

serve.  God  is  knowable  to  us.  Jesuk  term  trinity  represents  a  serious  at- 

taught  that  eternal  life  consists  of  tempt  to  understand  the  New  Testa¬ 
knowing  God  (John  17:3).  This  saving  ,  ment,  but  it  is  Well  to  remember  that 
knowledge  is  not  the  knowledge  one  the  term  “trinity"  does  not  appear  in 

has  of  a  fact  or  thing.  It  is  acquain-  the  Bible,  it  does  not  speak  of  “three 

Lance  with  a  person.  When  a  person  persons  of  the  trinity.”  This  is  the  lan- 

knows  a  person,  it  is  a  different  kind  of  guage  of  tradition  and  not  at  the  Bible, 
relationship  than  when  a  person  knows  God  is  known  as  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
a  thing.  To  know  a-thing  is  to  know  an  Spirit,  but  he  is  not  divided  up  into 
object,  but  the  object  does  not  know  the  three,  either  in  person  or  in  time.  “God 
f  . .person hy  whom.'*  i'>'tfwt^To|fnow  a  is  one"  ’Ijim.  2:5).  afkl  if  Is  he  who 
person  is  to  know  another  sub  ject.  The  came  uiTesus  Chnst'Chrisfls  nol 
subject  Is  another  Mkg  self.’  The  another Gj* but thoGodef  Abraham, 
knowledge  of  God  is  knowledge  bet-  It  is  he  who  comes  as  the  Holy  Spirit 
ween  (wo  subjects  or  persons.  Each  Jesus  Christ  is  God  present  uniquely 
knows  and  is  known  (Gal.  4:9).  and  supremely  in  a  human  life,  the 

God  is  known  through  what  be  does.  Word  made  flesh.  (John  1:14).  The 
,  Not  only  did  he  create  the  world ,  but  he  Holy  Spirit  is  the  same  God ,  present  to 
so  acts  within  history  as  to  make  him-  us  any  time,  anywhere.  See  further, 
self  known,  as  when  he  delivered  theS^^jtuthor'sf  ”*■  Tw  Holy  Spirit  T*- 
fsraeiites  from  Egypt.  The  supreme  day  (Broadman  Press,  1973) 
event  in  which  he  has  made  himself  Otherness  sod  Relatedness 
known  is  that  in  which  the  Word  be  God  is  both  “another"  and  one  re- 
came  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us.  Since  latod  to  us.  He  is  "transcendent"  and 
God  is  personal,  his  supreme  self  reve-  “Immanent.”  That  is  to  say,  God  is 


By  Frank  Stagg  cause.”  God  is  addressed,  as  a  person 

Biblical  writers  think  of  God  in  per-  is  addressed. 

•onal  terms  as  one  who  speaks,  judges.  To  think  of  God  in  personal  terms  is 
saves,  loves,  commands,  comforts,  re-  sometimes  called  anthropomorphism, 

■joices,  shows  dis-  i.e.,  ascribing  to  God  the  form  of  man 
pleasure,  forgives,  (“Man"  used  here  genetically,  not  as 
and  gives.  Person  male.)  For  two  reasons  the  Christian 
may  not  be  an  must  continue  to  so  think  of  God.  de- 
adequate  term  or  spite  the  charge.  One  is  that  man  can- 
category  for  God,  not  escape  from  the  thought  patterns 
but  it  is  the  highest  and  language  of  man.  Man  is  an- 
known  to  us  and  is  thropos  (Greek  for  man);  and  there- 
bibhcal  Never  do  fore,  his  language  will  be  an- 
biblical  writers  thropomorphic,  man-like.  The  other 
Stagg  think  of  God  as  reason  is  that,  in  biblical  teaching, 
something  abstract  or  impersonal,  as  God  is  more  like  man  than  anything 
the  “unmoved  mover”  or  "first  else  known  to  man,  for  God  made  man 

in  his  own  likeness.  It  is  as  a  free, 
*  T.i  jn|«  moral  agent,  consciously  so  and  re 

iHi  rit  ad  lixt’-oni  sponsible,  that  man  i  male  and  female. 
i:  r  as  in  Gen  1  27 1  is  made  in  the  likeness 


other  than  anything  or  anyone  else; 
yet  be  is  related  to  his  creation.  Panth¬ 
eism  holds  that  God  is  everything  and 
everything  is  God.  The  Bible  rules  out 
this.  God  was  in  the  beginning,  before 
anything  else  was.  God  is:  all  else  be¬ 
comes  God  is  other  than  anything  or 
anyone  else.  Humanism  holds  that 
God  is  simply  the  highest  quality  or 
attainment  of  humanity.  This  is 
foreign  to  the  Bible.  Although  God  is 
met  where  man  meets  man,  as  when  a 
cup  of  cold  water  is  given  in  the  name 
of  Christ  (Matt.  25:31-46) ,  God  is  other 
than  the  persons  in  whom  we  meet 
him. 

God  is  immanent  or  present  in  the 
world  and  in  history.  Deism  would  re¬ 
legate  God  to  the  remotest  distance, 
but  the  Bible  knows  him  as  near,  as 
near  as  breathing.  Gnosticism  held 
that  God  as  spirit  could  not  be  related 
to  matter,  which  it  considered  evil. 

The  Bible  holds  that  God  is  related  to  it  LAYMAN’S  BIBLE  BOOK  COM- 

"eatof  and  sustainer  (Col.  MENTARY,  Joshua,  Judges,  Ruth, by 
More  than  that  God  is  so  re-  „„„  G  Ken,  , Broadman,  154  pp., 
lated  to  the  world  that  the  Word  could  This  is  the  eighth  of  24  volumes 

bernne  flesh  and  dwell  among  us  of  this  ^  that  will  appear  every 

(John  1: 1  14) .  God  is  distinguishable  (hree  months  through  July,  1984.  (The 

from  all  that  he  has  made,  never  to  be  one  ^  Romans  and  I  Corinthians  by  J. 

confused  with anything .or  anyone  else.  w  MacGorman  was  published  in  Oc- 

At  toe  same  time,  God  is  re  ated  so  tober  of  m0  )  Kent  is  associate 

bound  up  with  his  people  that  what  is  professor  rf  religion  at  Wayland  Bap- 

done  to  them  is  done  to  him  (Matt.  25:  ^College,  Plainview,  Tex.  The  three 

•  ’  * ' 4  books,  Joshua^Judges,  and  Ruth,  bave 

GM7S  love^2  ?  TSitf  Rafis  Bible  book  is  treated  mr  *-  -»*e«dabl«,  mpdtive  way, 

more.  >  we  is  oolGod.  T&e  's^Rbiph  -  -  — 

God  is,  is  not  an  emotion  so  much  as  a 
disposition  in  God  to  relate  himself  to 
us  for  our  good,  whatever  the  cost. 

What  is  meant  by  saying  that  God  is  _  _ _ 

love  is  best  understood  by  observing  I  SAILED  WITH  SAUL  OF  TARSUS  her,  and  who  contribut 
Jesus  Christ  in  his  self-denial  and  by  William  N.  McElrato,  illustrated  by  Christian  growth— her  i 

self-giving.  God  is  as  we  see  him  in  Cliff  Johnston  iBroadman,  96  pp.,  hospital  roommate;  a  < 

Jesus  Christ  (John  14: 9  (.God’s  love  is  *5.95)  William  McElrato,  missionary  heB’.^jar;  her  ne:C-. 

holy  and  righteous.  It  'lk  not  in-  to  Indonesians  written  this  exciting  five  others.  The  author _ 

diligence;  it  is  the  creative  love  which  imaginary  story  of  a  15-year-old  boy  England.  Her  husband,  Stuart  Bris- 

redeems,  whatever  the  judgment  re-  who  sailed  on  the  ship  with  Paul  on  the  coe,  is  pastor  of  Elmbrook  Church, 

quired.  way  to  Rome  and  experienced  ship-  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


WHY  CHRISTIAN  MARRIAGES  wreck.  Though  the  book  isfiction,  it  is 
ARE  BREAKING  UP  by  Gerald/  L.  based  on  careful  research  in  the  areas 
Dahl  (Thomas  Nelson,  142  pp.,  19.96)  of  history  and  geography,  as  well  as 
The  author  describes  the  increase  in  Bible  research.  McElrath’s  skill  in 
-divorces  of  Christian  couples  as  “an  writing  is  clear.  Adults  as  well  as 
epidemic.”  He  says  that  “evangelical  younger  readers  will  learn  more  here 
churches  in  particular  ...  by  placing  about  Paul,  his  times  and  his  beliefs. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY  OF  GOD  by 

a  S  author  he 

riage  counselor  in  a  Minneapolis  fmdtod  ^d  preached  on  thLpirabl®, 

iSSS!  <re  to  theeonviction  tha^  Jesus’’ 
“heavenly  stones  with  an  earthly 
meaning”  are  all  aspects  of  the  au¬ 
tobiography  of  God,  written  through 
His  Son.  Each  parable  contains  a  basic 
element  of  the  nature  of  God  and  how 
He  works  in  human  lives.  Ogilvie,  who 
is  senior  pastor  of  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Hollywood,  Calif.,  in  this  book 
comments  on  over  30  of  Jesus’  para¬ 
bles.  He  researched  the  parables  with 
a  five-fold  strategy:  What  was  the  con¬ 
text  that  motivated  the  parable?  What 
is  the  main  point?  What  does  the  main 
point  tellus  about  God?  If  I  believe  this 
truth,  what  will  I  do?  How  can  I  live 
this  parable  as  part  of  my  citizenship 
in  the  Kingdom  of  God? 

THANK  YOU  FOR  BEING  A 
FRIEND  jffl  Briscoe  (DouMeday, 
■“  '■  ‘  “  --UriW'to  a 


of  God. 


some  passages  getting  special  atten¬ 
tion.  The  Bible  text  used  is  the  Revised 
Standard  Version. 
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Top  Churches  Baptize 
Inordinate  Proportion 


Dennis  Conniff,  Jr 


Judy  Shelton  sent  invitations  to  1923,  when  he  was  ten  years  old  and  he 
everyone  in  the  Baptist  Building  to  and  his  mother  and  three  brothers 
come  to  the  Sky  Room  Dec.  15  to  eat  went  from  Birmingham  to  Houston, 
potluck  lunch  and  to  roast  Dennis  Con-  Texas,  to  visit  his  ajnt.  They  stopped 
niff,  Jr. ,  who  was  retiring  Dec.  31  after  to  spend  the  night  in  New  ©rleans,  and 
17  years  and  eight  months  with  the  then  the  train  for  lack  of  a  bridge  cros- 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  sed  the  Mississippi  River' on  a  barge 
six  years  as  church  architectural  eon-  12  or  H  cars  at  a  time 
sultant,  and  before  that  as  associate  in 

the  Sunday  School  department.  (Judy  Dennis  collects  coins,  too.  “But 
is  his  secretary).  Nobody  wanted  to  Mildred  is  the  only  antique  I’ve  col- 
miss  a  chance  like  that.  Some  folks  leeted,”  he  said.  “Her  father  was  my 
who  had  plenty  to  say  were  Roy  Col*  friend  until  I  married  his  daughter, 
lum,  Cliff  Perkins,  Judd  Allen,  Bill  Sel-  and  then  Host  my  friend !  ”  He  married 
lers,  Dr.  Kelly,  and  Dennis’  successor,  Mildred  Jacobs  of  Bessemer  Feb.  2, 
Neron  Smith.  If  I’d  been  the  judge,  1937.  They  have  two  sons  and  three 
though,  I’d  have  given  the  prize  to  Guy  grandchildren  Dennis  III  is  adult  con- 
Henderson.  Here’s  a  sample.  sultant,  Sunday  School  department, 

■  ■  Hij  contribution  to  the  Baptists  may  pierce  the  sky 
With  steeples  of  copper,  but  something's  awry  — 

“  How  come  it  is  that  Santa's  afrsuT' 

...  _.i  To  try  the  rooftop  with  the  reindeer-led  sleigh? 

Once  before  on  the  rooftop  the  eight  tiny  reindeer 
Were  not  to  be  seen;  in  this  moment  of  fear 
The  roof  had  crashed  in,  the  people  were  miffed 
The  sign  read  for  certain.  "Designed  by  Conniff  .  " 

...  I  remember  one  building  designed  rdte  a  pretzel 
The  architectural  world  had  produced  its  first  Edsel 
The  leaning  tower  of  Pisa  for  him  would  be  first  rate 
His  only  apartment  building  was  called  Watergate. 


1979,  San  Jacinto  Baptist  Church,  pearances  among  the  top  five  with  16, 
Amarillo,  Texas,  led  with  1,174  bap-  but  it  did  not  lead  the  convention  in 
tisms  and  the  other  three  stayed  in  that  20-year  period.  First  Southern 
order  but  dropped  one  notch.  Baptist,  Del  City,  appears  in  the  top 

Other  churches  which  occupied  oc-  fiye  14  times  and  led  the  convention 
casionally  space  among  the  top  five  in  seven,  times,  including  five  straight' 
that  five-year  span  were  Bellevue  years,  1974-7*.  Only  three  other 

churches  led  as  often  as  twice.  They 
were  Tower  Grove,  St.  Louis,  I960, 
1962;  San  Antonio  South,.  1963,  1966, 
and  First  Baptist,  Houston,  1971-72. 

Except  for  First,  Dallas,  and  First 
Southern,  Del  City,  the  leaders  of  the 
1960s  almost  without  exception  do  not 
appear  in  the  1970s  and  the  leaders  of 
the  ’70s  are  not  among  the  top  five  in 
the  1960s. 

For  example,  Mid-City  Baptist  in 
New  Orleans  led  the  convention  with 
402  baptisms  in  1961  and  was  among 
the  top  five  eight  times  between  1961- 
69.  It  hasn’t  appeared  since.  First  Bap¬ 
tist,  Amarillo’s  four  appearances  were 
between  1960-65.  North  Phoenix  has 
been  in  the  list  seven  times,  all  since 
1970. 

Baptisms  by  the  leading  churches 
have  increased  dramatically  over  the 
past  20  years.  In  1960,  Tower  Grove  in 
St.  Louis  led  the  convention  with  481. 
The  top  five  churches  averaged  306. 

In  1979  when  San  Jacinto's  1,174  bap¬ 
tisms  led  the  convention,  First  South¬ 
ern,  Del  City,  had  1,105  and  the  top  five 
together  averaged  939. 
iair  faith.  Though  the  number  of  baptisms  by 

But  the  Applewhites  and  the  other  the  top  five  churches  has  not  increased 

the  rise  has  been 


LARRY  L.  ROSE,  executive  director  I 
the  Waco  (Tax.)  Baptist  Association,  hi 
been  named  to  heed  the  new  Center  ft 
Urban  Church  Studies,  to  be  located  i 
Nashville.  Tern.  Formed  as  a  joint  vet 
ture  by  five  agencies  and  the  si 
seminaries  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Cot 
vention,  the  center  will  provide  urbe 
studies  research  and  consultation  I 
help  Southern  Baptists  reach  people  ft 
Christ  and  build  churches  in  urban  are* 
o,f  the  world.  Rose  began  his  work  Jan.  i 


Farewell 


Custer  was  a  winner  and  Vicksburg  didn't  fall 
The  Little  Big  Horn  produced  heroes  and  Rome  survived  all 
Waterloo  stands  for  victory  and  Nixon's  nose  can't  sniff 
The  Titanic  will  be  raised  if  we  honor  Conniff. . . 


By  Anita  Bowden 

BUKITTINGGI,  Indonesia  (BP)  — 

Immanuel  Hospital  faces  the  main 
road  into  Bukittinggi,  proof  that  those 
who  predicted  the  hospital  would 
never  be  built  in  the  strong  Moslem 
community  underestimated  the  per¬ 
sistence  and  faith  of  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  in  Indonesia. 

Now,  with  increasing  opposition 
from  Moflieu  Ifip4°,<i  ™jy'  havf'  pres¬ 
sured  the  government  to  get  rid  of  the 
Christian  influence  in  Bukittinggi, 
they  now  face  the  difficult  task  of  leav¬ 
ing  Immanuel  and  relocating. 

“We’re  just  taking  it  one  day  at  a 
time,”  says  Win  Applewhite,  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  physician  and  hos¬ 
pital  director.  “We’ll  continue  work¬ 
ing  here  as  long  as  we  can,  but  make 
plans  to  move  when  we  have  to." 

Applewhite  says  he  and  his  wife, 

LaVerne,  and  nurse  Everley  Hayes 
knew  it  wouldn’t  be  easy  when  they 
agreed  to  open  the  hospital  in  Bukit, 
tinggi.  Moslem  leaders  had  fought  any 
kind  of  Christian  medical  work  since 
1962  when  missionary  Frank  Owen 
moved  there  with  the  idea  of  opening  a 
clinic  and  establishing  a  50-bed  hospi¬ 
tal.  He  opened  a  clinic  in  1965  and  was 

instrumental  in  land  negotiations,  but  M 

died  in  1970  before  hospital  construe-  tance.  . . .” 
tion  was  completed.  Now,  Applewhite  says:  “We  can 

When  the  Applewhites  arrived  in  look  out  front  and  see  those' Moslem 
fatoak  time.  sfince  it  was  Deutus’-  . last  .  ..  UI72,  the  shell  of  the  building, was  up, 


harelip.  Her  father  took  pictures  back  ians  now.  They’ve  been  to  our  bouse  at 
to  the  village  to  show  how  tile  repair  night  to  tell  us  they  believe  in  Jesus.” 

was  progressing  and  “now  several  These  underground  Christians  ha- 
want  to  come  down”  for  repair  jobs  ven’t  come  to  worship  services  at  the 
themselves,  he  says.-  Baptist  church  in  Bukittinggi  yet.  The 

Most  of  the  bed  patients  and.  the  Applewhites  feel  when  a  larger  group 
people  who  come  to  the  clinic  would  be  becomes  established  they  will  come 

unable  to  pay  major  medical  bills  from  out  and  publicly  announce  their  Christ- 

large  city  hospitals.  Realizing  this,  the  . 

staff  at  Immanuel  charges  a  minimal 

fee  for  services  but  still  manages  to  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  at  Im- 

run  an  economical  hospital.  manuel  probably  won’t  be  there  to  see  steady.  The  average  dipped  to  288  in 

FiveTears-ago  the  Foreign  Mission  that  happen.  Even  though,  the  hospi-  1965 ;  then  began  a  slow  growth  to  369 in 
Board  appropriated  620,000  for  the.  tal’s  ministry  is  making  friends  in  the 
first  year’s  operations,  Applewhite  community,  even  though  they’ve 
says.  By  1979  the  f  igure  had  reached  reached  more  than  half  of  their  15-year 
639,000.  But  even  with  inflation  run-  goal  in  four  years,  the  Moslem  religi- 
ning  between  10  and  20  percent  yearly,  ous  leaders  who  opposed  the  hospital 
Applewhite  says  64,000  was  left  at  the  from  the  beginning  are  pushing  ever 
end  of  1979  and  no  increase  was  re-  harder  to  remove  that  Christian  wit- 
quested  for  1960.  Surgery  prices  have  tiess. 

increar;  '  'Mfc-  i  .  >  ■».,  ,  *^£Wj|iars  the  days  are  numbered 

clinic  fcharges’itavenT'cftargetf.  -  .  ‘for  Christian  witness  and  health  care 
The  staff  also  has  been  successful  in  at  Immanuel  Hospital.  Perhaps  even 
a  major  community  goal.  the  hospital’s  success  has  helped  seal 

“When  we  first  came  here  we  de-  its  fate  as  Moslem  leaders  have  seen 
cided  on  a  goal  of  changing  the  atmos-  the  community  choose  medical  care  at 
phere  in  the  community  in  15  years  so  Immanuel  over  that  available  at  a 
people  could  become  Christian  without  government  -  operated  facility, 
being  ostracized,”  LaVerne  says.  At  its  September  meeting,  the 
"When  we  came,  Christians  here  were  Southern  Baptist  foreign  Mission 
completely  ostracized.  Their  children  Board  gave  the  Indonesian  mis- 
couldn’t  go  to  school,  they  lost  inheri-  sionaries  authority  to  work  with  In¬ 
donesian  Baptist  leaders  to  negotiate 
with  the  Indonesian  governments  re- 

location  of  the  hospital.-  A  less-hostile  .  . 

le  who  have  made  pilgrimages,,,,  site;  ib-a  resettlement  area  500  miles  to  churches  have  a  great  evangelistic 

all  this  roasting  and  hallelujah  stuff  is  spent  the  next  years  trying  to  get  ev-  to  be  seen.  They  know  us  and  they  like,  r„.  The  missionaries  don’twant  to  churches  yyheretbe  gospel  ttMMfihPd 
only  done  in  jest,  because  actually  I  erything  finished  up  and  then  trying  to  us  and  laugh  and  talk  to  us  and  they  leave.  But  even  though  their  stay  has  and  evangelism^  feffiphasSla;1 Which 

think  Dennis  is  a  pretty  nice  guy!  get  permission  to  open  it,”  Applewhite  accept  us.  They  invite  us  to  their  been  short,  they  are  glad  they  came  gives  the  few  a  chance  to  baptize  more, 

says.  “Every  stage  had  to  be  approved  homes  and  we  go.  They  think  the  ministry  of  Immanuel  hesays. 

!  Vh  by  the  governor’s  (rffice  and  the  same  “There  are  a  number  of  Minangs  in  Hospital  will  long  be  remembered  in  Turn  ^  *■  j.L.xii.  hi,-,, 

SKjw  people  who  had  objected  originally  the  area  who  are  underground  Christ-  Bukittinggi  Two  instances  graphically  illustrate 

made  all  kinds  of  efforts  to  block  it.”  ^  ^  the  significance  of  leadership.  Miami 

Before  they  left'sn  furlough  in  1975  lYllfim  Ofl/l  T*1  (S  I  liqil  (rnfpr  111  Northwest  led  the  convention  in  bap- 

the  Applewhites  had  gathered  a  group  1C»  i-ActUglllcr  -L'lcS  tisms  in  1965  under  the  leadership  of 

v  law  of  medical  and  professional  people  T  m  „  — -  r'  Homer  Lindsay  Jr.  When  Lindsay 

ready  to  staff  the  hospital  as  soon  as  it  T  T1  |  1*11  (‘L  (\)  1 m  nil  T  ti  Tpvafi  went  to  Jacksonville,  Miami  North- 

'  opened.  Then  in  December  1975,  mis-  1,1  1  1  u  VIV  VjUlllSlUIl  All  ICAdS  west  dropped  from  among  the  leaders 

,  Sionary  Katiileen  Jones  and  a  nucleus  WARREN,  Texas  i BP)  —  Danna  mont  in  dense  tog  when  their  pickup  and®  1W3.  Jacksonville  led  the  con- 

Sst  of  workers  from  Baptist  Hospital  in  Ruth  Mines,  daughter  of  Southern  truck  collided  head-on  with  a  tractor  mention  with  636  baptisms.  It  s  been  Th 

r  i/-  „  r _ i, _ _ i _ .  a  _ *•  *  _ * _ * _ •  rx...  ~  \  V  -"flux  t/wi  thrMkd>VAr..«iiv<P^ 


Now  Dennis  has  retired ,  and  I  expect  Baptist 
he’s  busy  straightening  his- files.  He  Nashville 
told  me  it  would  take  him  all  of  <  in  tariff  ai 
January  and  February  to  do  that,  for  Co. 
he  has  300  boxes  of  slides  and  pictures  ~  ,  , 

—  45,000  photographs  of  railroad  101,  ,, 
locomotives—in  JbisAS  x20  garagein  jgJjLT 

Movfoir  oruith  Tonlronn  Tn  fn/>«  WOOaiawu 


Mayfair,  south  Jackson.  In  fact,  he 
and  his  family  have  a  home  business, 
selling  and.  exchanging  such  pictures 
with  people  all  over  the  world. 

This  spring  he  and  his  wife  plan  to 
circle  the  U.S.  and  Canada  by  train. 

Way  back  in  1965 1  found  out  about 
the  Conniffs’  fascinating  collection  of 
railrioadiana,  and  there’s  no  telling 
how  much  they’ve  added  since  then. 
To  give  you  an  idea,  they  have  ad-;  ~ 
bench  from  Century,  Fla.,  a  depot 
clock,  from  Tallapoosa,  Ga.,  ticket 
stampers,  oil  cans,  boiler  inspectors’ 
hammers,  engineers’  clothes  boxes, 
switchman’s  lanterns,  model  rail¬ 
roads,  records  of  steam  whistles,  and 
every  commemorative  stamp  ever  is¬ 
sued  on  railroading.  His  most  prized 
item,  Dennis  said,  is  the  headlight 
from  Engine  35  which  his  engineer 
father  ran  for  the  Woodward  Iron 
Works  at  Birmingham,  Ala.  This 
hobby,  he  told  me  some  time  ago,  has 
given  him  many  contacts  that  pro- 


In  1971,  due  primarily  to  a  pro¬ 
tracted  crusade,  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Houston  broke  the  mythical 
“thousand”  harrier  when  it  baptized 
1,669,  more  than  three  times  as  many 
as  second  place  Mt.  View  in  El  Paso, 
Texas. 

It’s  a  record  that  will  stand  only  until 
this  year's  church  letters  are  ret*—' 
because  First  Southern,  Del  City, 
where  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
President  Bailey  Smith  is  pastor,  has 
already  baptized  nearly  1*800,  includ¬ 
ing  881  during  a  three-week  summer 
outdoor  crusade. 

“Any  church  will-be  evangelistic  if 
the  pastor  teaches  it,”  aays  Smith. 
“Leadership  is  everything.  A  church 
will  not  overcome  its  pastor:” 

Smith  says  people  are  easier  to 
reach  now  than 


the  accident  and  Warren  is  in  fair  con-  land,  Fla.,  led  the  convention  m  1979 
dition  at  St.  Elizabeth  Hospital  in  with  395  baptisms  and  was  in  the  first 
Beaumont.  Miss  Mines  was  spending  five  four  times  in  six  years  under  Ad- 
tile  Christmas  holidays  with  her  rian  Rogers.  When  Rogers  went  to  Bel- 
grandmother,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Deloach  of  levue  in  Memphis,  Merritt  Island’s 
Wood  vide.  baptisms  diminished  in  position  and 

Mines  is  from  DeLand,  Fla.,  and  Bellevue  shortly  appeared  near  the 
Mrs  Mines  is  from  Fort  Worth,  Texas  top. 


Hungarian  Baptist  Churches 
increase  Building ,  Programs 


SBC,  Others  To  Examine 
Government  Intervention 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptists  will  join  representatives  of 
more  than  50  religious  groups  in  a  con¬ 
ference  on  government  intervention  in 
religious  affairs  Feb.  11-13  at  Bethes- 
da,  Md.,  a  Washington,  D.C.,  suburb. 

With  450  Protestant,  Catholic  and 
Jewish  participants  representing  re¬ 
ligious  bodies  with  more  than  121  mill¬ 
ion  adherents,  sponsors  believe  the 
conference  will  be  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
clusive  gatherings  in  the  country’s  his¬ 
tory.  The  conference  will  focus  on  a 
wide  range  of  issues  from  tax  exemp¬ 
tion  to  governmental  restraint  on 
“political"  activities  of  religious 
bodies. 

Harold  C.  Bennett,  executive 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee,  cited  the  importance 
of  the  conference,  calling  government 
intrusion  in  religious  affairs  “one  of 
the  most  critical  issues”  facing  South- 


sed  by  an  impressive  list  of  church-  being  kind  to  people.”  Applewhite 
state  experts  are:  regulation  of  says. 

charitable  solicitations,  lobby  disclo--’  Although  overt  witnessing  is  not  al- 
sure  requirements,  unemployment  lowed,  he  says  the  staff  has  many  op- 
compensation  taxation  of  religious  portunities  to  witness  secondarily.  An 
agencies,  Internal  Revenue  Service  example  of  this  occurred  when  a 
treatment  of  religious  bodies  And  their  ‘ 

integrated  auxiliaries,  state  regula¬ 
tion  of  parochial  i 
gence  agency  use 

mants.  .  _  _ _ _ _ _ 

Admission  to  the  conference  is  by  tile  new  mother  about  herbaby’s  name 
invitation  only.  The  SBC  is  allowed  35  and  mentioned  thatBaptista  don’t  bap- 
participants  based  on  a  quota  system,  tize  their  babies.  That  prompted  ques- 

tions  from  the  Batak  woman  and  the 
S/\ii  f  l~i  pryi  staff  member  was  able  to  explain  the 

UUU  U1C1 11  plan  of  salvation  while  the  whole  ward 

.  listened  Sometimes  one  of  the  Minang 

Gives  Degrees  Ap^wtella  “k  questlons’ t00' 

Witnessing  reaches  out  to  the  com- 
Four  Mississippians  were  among  munityUu'bugh  good  medical  care  and 

ern  Baptists  and  the  entire  religidw  the  225  students  who  revived  degrees  especially  after  a  spectacular  oera- 
comnUinity  during  thed^ade  6f  thc-gWrom  Southern  Seminary  .■-Louie**  )J“,  tion.  One  poor  family  from  anteiUying 


to  a  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Hughey  added. 

Board  Staffer  The  .church,  Hughey  says,  is  typical 

^After  a  tour  of  Baptist  work  in  Hun-  of  the  churches  in  this  Eastern  Europe 
gary J.  D.  Hughey,  the  board’s  direc-  country  which  have  building  projects 
tor  for  Europe  and  the  Middle  East, 

_  said  he  was  impressed  by  the  vitality  T  1  . 

woman  of  the  Batak  tribe  in  North  of  the  churches  and  the  hospitality  of  I  nilirPfl  VI  lefilOMr 
Sumatra  was  in  the  obstetrical  ward  the  people  AiijUACCi  lTAAOOlUllc 

The  Bataks  baptize  and  name  their  The  Hungarian  government  has  T  ,  T  ~ , 

clergy  as  inf  or-  babies  soon  after  delivery.  In  this  case  given  Baptists  permission  to  build  20  I TTIDFOVI  n  or  I  I  T I 
someone  on  the  staff  began  talking  to  churches,  Hughey  said.  Many  of  them  1  6 


~Dec  W*  cwnmencemert ,  exereises^  «ommunify  fraught-  th-vUttle girl  Jto  ''mting  paucity  ofSOMOO,  a  short  dti-" 

The  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degree 
was  awarded  to  Gregory  C.  Earwood, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G.  Earwood  of 
Corinth,  while  the  Master  of  Church 
Music  degree  was  conferred  upon 
Tony  L,  Gray,  son  of  William  W.  Gray, 

_  of  Natchez,  Donald  Clark  Measels,  son 
of  mt:  aiiu  twfs  W  J  Measels,  of  Mor¬ 
ton,  and  Randall  Shed  Weeks  of  Madi¬ 
son,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shed  H. 

Weeks.  _ 


Other  participating  religious  groups 
include  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  the 
United  States  Catholic  Conference,  the 
Synagogue  Council  of  America,  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals 
and  the  Lutheran  Council  in  the  U.S. A. 

The  conference  will  open  with  a. 
keynote  address  on  “government  as 
big  brother  to  religious  bodies”  by 
prominent  church-state  attorney  Wil¬ 
liam  Bentley  Bajlof  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


The  completed  building  will  cost 


Moslem  leaders  had  told  her  parents  '  „  _ I 

her  deformity  was  punishment  for  6250,800.  Only  two  workers  on  the  pro- 
tbeir  Christian  beliefs.  •  Ject  are  paid— the  rest  are  volunteers 

Ipplewhite  and  the  operating  staff  from  the  predominantly  young  con- 
“took  out  a  chunk  of  her  upper  jaw,  lijWf 

bone,  teeth  and  everything,  turned  it  on  the  building  does  not  include  that 
down  and  wired  her  teeth  in  place  until  labor 

It  healed."  Then  they  repalralthe  Often,  funds  have  been  depleted,  but 


ttauiesburg.  First  Church 
Jackson,  Oak  Forest  Church 
Oxford,  Fl^l  Church 
Winona,  First  Church 


January  26 
January  27 
January  27 
January  28 
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Volunteers  Needed  To  Provide  f 
Medical  Team  Shot  In  The  Arnl 


By  Mike  Livingston 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  While 
Southern  Baptists'  overseas  health 
care  ministry  may  not  be  on  its  last 
leg,  the  program  suffers  from  an  acute 
lack  of  personnel,  says  Harold  Hurst, 
medical  resources  consultant  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

“There  is  a  desperate  need  for  the 
medical  personnel  just  to  adequately 
carry  on  the  health  care  ministries  we 
are  already  committed  to,"  Hurst 
said.  — - 

Hurst  said  needs  include  both  Short¬ 
term  volunteers  to  work  with  the  four 
medical  disaster  relief  teams,  as  well 
as  long-term,  career  medical  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

Short  term  needs  include  doctors, 
dentists,  nurses  and  logistic  experts  to  Conditions  the  teams  serve  under 

rebuild  the  disaster  teams,  all  seri-  are  often  comparable  to  wartime,  and 
ously  understaffed,  especially  in  Hurst  is  quick  to  ihform  would-be  voi- 
physicians.  unteers  of  that  fact. 

i  „„„  i  .  In  the  September  issue  of  “Missio- 

Long-term  needs  are  critical,  Hurst  nary  Medicine,”  a  quarterly  bulletin 

which  Hurst  edits,  he  wrote:  “Medical 
out-distonce  actual  ap-  disaster  personnel  needed.  Willing  to 
poimmems  serve  two  to  four  weeks,  no  salary,  no 

What  is  needed  around  the  world,  he  exPense  provided.  No  frills.  No  corn- 
said,  is  for  “Southern  Baptists  to  put  fort-  ljm6  hours  and  fatigue  guaran- 
people  where  their  mouths  are  and  to  Many  spiritual  blessings.” 
send  out  professional  people  who  are  Hurst  said  medical  team  No.  1, 
willing  to  Jay  their  lives  on  the  line  jn  which  «*  always  the  first  unit  called, 
developing  a  health  care  minislry  that  has  had  as  many  as  30  members,  but  is 
will  reach  out  and  touch.”  now  down  to  1 2,  The  other  teams  also 

are  operating  without  sufficient  per- 
The  disaster  medical  team  of  12  to  15  sonnel. 
men  and  women  must  be  ready  to  But  if  Hurst’sooncem  for  short-term 
leave  their  jobs  in  the  United  States  personnel  is  serious,  his  concern  for 


disasters  anywhere  in  the  world  "In  1978  we  had  requests  MS  jS»-  •  **  ‘  : 

Since  the  teams  were  formed  in  1977,  career  medical  missionaries  withlof  P  Vlt  Wi,*  '"fl  V- 

there  has  been  an  average  of  three  those  being  for  physicians  he 

alerts  per  year  mostly  in  response  to  explained  We  appointed  four  ' 'his  nSLf  ‘  W** 

earthquakes  and  hurricanes  in  the  year,  with  34  career  physician.-*-  Ifl*  ’’  *•  .  '»  fff * 

Caribbean.  quests,  none  has  been  appointed.  ‘  !  “  ;L»  '“•K^Pr  ( 

-  Hurst  said  that  even  if  all  of  thee  I  *  .  jV&V ’ 

were  there  wouldtlv 

The  disaster  medical  teams  be  enough  personnel  to  maintafehe  7- 

^Tfirasaw  FMB  Recognizes  Mantee  Volunteer 

jobs  in  the  United  States  and  asked*1  if  We  dare  CaU  1,184  b0l<,?  116  James  w  Cecil,  volunteer  service  overseas  consultant  for  the  Foreign  Mission 

respond  within  48  hours,  to  “I  W»ve  tf  Southern  R=,.«.ra.U  ®^*rd'  Presented  certificates  of  recognition  to  six  men  Nov  23  at  the  Mantee  Church. 

lataS  disasters  anvwhere  in  informed^d If  '  2*2  man  were,n  Pari*-  Fra"ceAu9  26-Sept.  s.tgeo,  to  work  with  the  Rue  d.  Line 

■  TV.Y  anywhere  in  mjtormed  and  B^trst  Church  in  a  renovation  project  of  its  106-year-old  building. 

■he  worlds  around  the  world  will  The  men  are  ^  to  r,flht- first  row>:  Donnie  Womack,  Jimmy  Stevens,  Guthrie 

-  around  the  world  will  be  found  he  Hunter.  Lloyd  Dewberry  (FBC,  Maben).  and  (left  to  right,  second  row):  James  Cecil 

Hurst  susrsested  a  formula  hu  mrht'h  Thibodeaux  (pastor  Of  Mantee  Church).  Billy  Carter. 


Color  Church 
<  Directories 

at  no  cost 
by  Olan  Mills, 

the  nation’s  studio. 
Why  3, MS  churches  each  ye  at 
select  Olan  Mills  for  their  Chnrct 
Directories 

★Service  ★Quality 
★Delivery  time 

For  additional  information  call 
Sid  Smith.  1-S0S-84S-11S7 
Jackson,  MS  State  Office 


HMB  Sets  New  Policy 
On  Bi vocational  Work 


WISELY 


dentist,  plus  some  ancillary 


every  two  year?,  ail  of  our  needs 
be  met” 

“I  don’t  believe  anything  less 


sub-committee  of  the  Home  Mission 
ATLANTA  (BP) — The  Southern  Board’s  Rural-Urban  Council  respon- 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  has  out-  sible  for  coordinating  all  inquiries  and 
lined  a  new  policy  on  its  relationships  policies  concerning  the  work  of  bivo- 
with  bivocational  pastors.  cational  ministers  relating  to  the 

The  new  policy  was  necessary,  ac-  board, 
cording  to  James  Nelson,  director  of  Quentin  Lockwood,  director  of  the 
the  association al  missions  division  at  rural-urban  missions  department  for 
the  board,  because  the  numbers  of  the  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  the 
bivocational  pastors  has  mushroomed  key  contact  person  and  coordinator  of 

in  the  past  five  years.  response  to  requests  concerning  bivo- 

Currently,  there  are  about  9,400  cational  pastors,  Nelson  said, 
bivocational  pastors  in  the  Southern  Two  staff  persons  in  different  de- 
Baptigt  Convention  and  some  predic-  partments  will  continue  to  work  with 


Mississippi  Churches 
Give  To  Lottie  Moon 

Pleasant  Grove  Church,  near 
Laurel.  Jones  Ceunty,  more  than  dou-  ‘  , 

bled  the  goal  set  by  the  WMU  for  the  JLr 

Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for 
Foreign  Missions.  The  goal  was*  1,000  KV 
and  the  amount  received  was  $2,068 .56. 

The  WMS  has  only  16  members,  but  the  fl.'-  ,  f  1 
whole  church  participated  tn  giving,  ■pfefc  \  ’.ii  * 

First  Church,  Magnolia,  has  given  -ll'H-  *9'"*; 

S6.689.60,  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  T3  ^3-LfelW  '  s 

Offering  for  Foreign  Mission.  This  15’ 'Vr  -''ft  ri 

amount  exceeds  the  goal  of  $5200  by  ?  &  f  *C 

280  and  the  previous  year's  total  of  C,, 

$5041  by  34G  Such  a  response  by  the  ' 

people  m  the  church  not  only  repre- 


Nada  Williams 
To  Continue  Work 
In  Yugoslavia 


’Serving  all  of  Mississippi 


ZAGREB,  Yugoslavia  (BP) -Nada  ,els“\r  _  ~  ^dm^fend place  bivocatioftaWpastors  as 
Horak  Williams,  widow  of  James  A  velope<i  '‘church  planters”  to  stdh  new  mis- 

Williams  Jr.,  Southern  Baptist  fraler-  was  "juriftoirfled  so  fast  a  great  deal  sions  work, 

nal  representative  to  Bantists  in  East-  °f  confusion  has  developed  concerning  Nelson  said  two  national  confer- 
era  Europe  ^ays  she  plans  to  continue  **“  ways  in  which  ^  board  relates  to  ences  for  ^vocational  ministers  are 
the  work  of  her  husband  who  died  in  pastors’ education  directors  and  other  planned  for  this  year,  one  at  Ridge- 
an  auto  accident  in  September  near  mlnist?rs  "ho  work  secularly  but  crest  Baptist  Conference  Center,  Aug. 

Zagreb  Yugoslavia  serve  churehes  ^  we)t  8-14,  and  the  other  at  Glorieta  Baptist 

Mrs.  Williams  tear.h*.  New  Testa-  The  new  policy  makes  a  bivocational  Conference  Center,  July  11-17, 1M1. 

Novi  Sad,  Yugoslavia.  She  U*tSttng  Demons  Outscore  The  Pastors 

programmed  lessons  for  the  self-study 

which  will  be  used  later  in  theological  RICHMOND,  Mich.  (EPviaRNS)—  mankind  and  a  demon  is  one  of  the  de¬ 
education  by  extension  studies  and  The  demons  and  devils  have  gathered  vil’s  workers, 
finishing  a  New  Testament  Greek  more  support  than  pastors  in  the  con-  A  second  petition,  signed  by  over 
handbook  in  programmed  instruction,  troversy  here  over  names  for  school  3,000  people,  has  also  been  submitted 
She  also  translates  from  English  and  sports  teams.  to  the  school  board  urging  the  names 

German  into  Croatian  for  a  Baptist  ■  Some  church  leaders  recently  be  retained.  Thai  petition  noted  it  “is 
‘  '•"■**“*  »  1  TlAtoMAmnl.  fafaww . rntr i r  wh0 . 

flaVe  attehtfed'schooT  fn  Richmond 
since  1947  that  the  names  have  “not 
harmed  them  morally  nor  affected 
their  Christianity  in  any  way.” 


Jim  Hawkins 
Consultant 

Steinway  &  Sons  Pianos 


giving  from  one  year  to  the  next. 

This  offering  haseiimaxed  a  year  of  DECOfWTIMB  YOFl  MISSUM*?  Mrs 
a  reoewed  mission  effort  on  the  part  of  Sarah  Holland  and  Mre.  Annette  Ford  of 

the  church.  Seeking  to  be  a  part  of  the  Oakland  Church  adds  more  flags  to  the 

“Bold  Mission  Thrust,”  the  church  in  ,ree  For  each  M  0°  mcoived  for  Lottie 

March  gave  its  largest  offering  to  the  Moon  Maa'on  Offering  these  two  put 

Annie  Armstrong  Offering  for  Home  anothw  n*0  on  the  tree,  representing  a 

Missions  add,  in  July,  participated  in  P“rt  °*  me  ««fW-  When  the  church  goal 

an  associaUonai  misrion  project  by  of  $400  waa  reached  a  star  was  placed  in 

sending  three  men  to  Trinidad,  Calif.,  the  top  of  the  tree.  We  are  happy  to  be 

as  part  of  the  work  team  from  the  Pike  *>k>  to  share  in  the  work  of  our  Baptist 

County  Association  to  erect  a  building  We  around  "**“■”  **>*  Ba,0'd  SaF 

.for  the  Westhaven  Baptist  Church.  I,c*’  P***0'  ■  r  , 

The  mission  emphasis  has  been  led  Rath  Church  surpassed-lMJ^MMr 
by  the  W.M.U.,  direetedby  Mrs  Mar-  Moon  Offeringgoal  of  $1200,  by  giving 
jorie  England.  Farris  Smith  is  the  pas-  a  total  of  $1,701  K  Charles  Guy  is  pas- 


people’s  cassette  ministry,  and  hand-  porters  of  the  sports  nicknames  that 
les  corespond ence  with  listeners  of  have  been  used  since  1947  launched  a 
Trans  Worid  Radio.  -  ~  counterattack  to  retain  toe  names  — 

.Mrs.  Williams  says,  “All  of  this  “Blue  Devils”  for  the  high  school, 
seems  overwhelming  for  me,  consid-  “Demons”  for  toe  middle  school  and 
ering  three  young  children,  but  “Red  Devils”  for  elementary  schools, 
nevertheless  seems  attractive,  be-  Those  supporting  the  name  change 
cause  I  know  I  can  count  on  toe  Lord.”  gathered  about  200  signatures  an  the 

A  native  of  Yugoslavia,  Mrs.  Wil-  petition  which  charged  the  names  are 
liams  met  her  husband  when  he  came  objectionable  and  negative.  The  peti- 
to  Zagreb  as  an  exchange  student  tion  also  noted  the  devilis  an  enemy  of 


617  East  Capitol  Street 

Jackson,  Mississippi  39201 

■-  -<S81)3S3-3517 


Off  the  Record 


Your  number 
to  call 


when  you  need 
information  about  your 
Sunday  School  Board’s 
materials  and  services. 


CHURCH  FURNISHINGS 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 

Chancel  •  Pews  •  Classroom 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
P.O.Box  537,  Brandon,  MS  39042 


Other  Sunday  School 
Board  Service  Numbers 

•  BSSB  personnel  and 
office  numbers 
(615)  251-8000 

•  Literature  orders 
(615)251-2633 

•  Book  store  orders— 
call  your  nearest 
Baptist  Book  Store 
or  Mail  Order  Center. 


Flood  Of 


fMKClASS 

BAPTISTIWES  /  STEEPLES 

LMGC  SUCTION  FHCT0RT  OljliC 


I^Hoa 


TO*  «H  CATMOGS 

cni  ton  ran 

1-800-527-8436 


Cuban  “freedom  flotilla"  refugtes,  food,"  Leach  says.  Louisiana 
are  bracing  for  a  new  flood  of  homeless  Brotherhood  volunteers  are  moiling  a 
Haitians.  disaster  .relief  van  to  the  French- 

John  Pistone,  language  missionsdi-  Speaking  Baptist  Church  where  they’ll 
rector  for  Miami  Baptist  „„_3ciatk*,  serve  two  meals  a  day  from  toe  con- 
says  the  number  of  Haitians  arriving  verted  troc tor-trailer  rig.  Funds  to 
dal’;-  ’--^Humped  drastically”  s*ce  buy  rl2«**toeans  and  fish  have  teen 
October,  when  the  Bahamian  govim-  given  by  toe  Home  Mission  botfrd’s 
ment  ordered  25,000  undocumented  Christian  Social  Ministries  Depart- 
Haitians  to  report  for  deportation.  ment  and  Language  Missions  Divi- 
Rather  than  return  to  Haiti,  stnte  sion 
200  refugees  a  day  are  fleeing  to  The  Haitian  exodus  has  teen 
Florida.  More  than  12.500  Haitins  triggered  by  dire  poverty  and  political 
have  reached  to*  U.S.  this  year,  atm-  persecution,  Leach  says  An estimated 
pared  to  2,522  in  1(79.  Officials  feiti-  two-thirds  of  the.  island's  six  million 
mated  as  many  as  60,000  might  a  (five  people  earn  less  than  $200  a  year  and 
by  Jan.  15.  refugees  report  rampant  human 

Milton  Leach,  director  of  Sout&ni  rights  violations  by  “dictator  for  life" 
Baptist  Refugee  Resettlement  andRe-  Jean-CIaude  Duvalier 
lief,  says  Miami-area  aasociabonstee  (Stephenson  it  an  HMB  Newswriter) 


Interpretation  Clinics 

26  7:00  p.m.  Hattiesburg.  First  ( 

27  HkOO  8.IB.  Jackson.  Oak  Form 


Winona,  First  Church 
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then  came  Sunday 


C  <onipoM*d  by  Rodger  Strader 
Arranged  and  orchestrated  by  Bob  Krogstad 

H'  t«  .mi  that  brought  you  the  I  OK  HUtFOMMCNCC  T  OD 

um(,i!  Kina  ofhtv.  conw*  Choir  Rook  ips 

im-K  linllunt  musical  fcir  Brass  Kn^cmhk:  '*  ~  ■  8-Tr 

IipIummih  ilu  K<-MirriTii«m  Orohesiratiun  CaiS 

>  .nuri  -  <m i"inal  v»lo  Aco *mD;tniroe  nr Tapi' iwriKawWaB 

•!  J.y.unst  the  stirring  Open  Reel  (Mono 

i>i.v  i  1 1 -i nl< m  ■Cassette  (StercQj  :4dflHnli 

•  ;i  li\  Ikiiktin  Coven*  (K>0)  ;  Jj/KtSm 


tjood  lift;  production^ 


The  J.  B.  Betti  Family,  formerly  < 
Mississippi  and  now  of  Memphis,  wi 
be  honored  Sunday,  January  25,  by  th 
Leawood  Baptist  Church,  Memphi! 
The  church  will  hold  Betts  Fatnil 
Day,'  according  to  an  announcemea 
by  the  pastor,  Jerry  L,  Glisson.  Tlj 
Betts  family  will  sing  two  or  thre 
songs  in  the  service  at  11  a.ra.  and  the 
will  presentaconcertatthe7p.m.  sej 
vice.  The  church  is  at  3638  Macon  Roa 
at  Homer,  Memphis,  Tenn.  “A 
friends  of  the  Betts  family  are  il 
vited,”  said  the  pastor. 

D.  M.  Aldridge,  president  of  Cleg 
Creek  Baptist  School,  Pineville,  Km 
tucky,  recently  announced  his  retirt 
ment-effective  June  15,  1982.  He  is 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Souther 
Illinois  and  the  Southern  Seminary. 1 

Bobhy  Sharden  resigned  on  Jan.  4  ai 
minister  of  music  and  youth  of  Graci 
Memorial  Church,  Gulfport,  to  entel 
SMMMBHthe  field  of  musii 


H  South  Corinth  Church,  Corinth,  has 

called  as  pastor,  Edward  N.  Knox.  He 
goes  from  Tupela,  where  he  was  pastor 
of  Chesterville,  Calvary  Church. 

Knox  and  his  wife  have  two  children, 
Kimberly  and  Kevin.  Knox  is  a  native 
of  Houston,  Miss.,  and  his  wife, 
Cecelia,  is  from  Vardaman.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Blue  Mountain  College 
and  is  now  enrolled  in  a  seminary 
studies  program  in  Jackson,  Tenn. 

Mrs.  Debbie  Kennedy  is  the  new  of¬ 
fice  secretary  and  bookkeeper  for  Pike 
A.  Harold  Cote,  executive  secretary-  County  Baptist  Association,  Glen  Wil- 
treasurer  of  the  South  Carolina  Baptist  liams,  director  of  missions.  She  is  a 
Convention  since  Jan.  1,  1970,  has  an-  memberofBluffSpringsChurch.hasa 
nounced  his  early  retirement  as  of  the  B.S.  degree  from  Mississippi  Southern 
end  of  I98i  when  he  will  be  almost  62.  University,  and  was  married  this 
He  said  he  wants  "to  retire  early  enough  summer  to  Butch  Kennedy,  son  of  Mr. 
to  haveenergy  and  time  to  do  something  and  Mrs.  Lamar  Kennedy, 
else.”  (BP)  photo.  v  .  * 

Richard  Holden  has  resigned  as  as¬ 
sociate  minister,  at  Central  Church, 
McComb,  to  accept  the  pastorate  of 
the  Salem  Church,  Walthall  County. 


Ada  ton  Church  of 

Starkville  has  cal¬ 
led  Rocky  HoUton 
as  pastor.  He  was 
graduated  from 
New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary  on  Dec.  20,  and 
is  now  living  on  the 
church  field  with 
his  wife,  Angela  and 
daughters  Anna 
ana  Emily. 


Gordon  Cowan  is  the  new  pastor  of 
Spring  Hill  Church,  Marshall  County. 
HewasborninNew  Orleans,  La.,  was 
.i^KS^^JWBgraduated  from 
Bciarke  College,  and 

j  .  * s  now  a  iun>°r  at 

fgl^krVSaJHBiue  Mountain  Col- 


JAMIE  MITCHELL 


on  Doc.  7  received  the  highest  award  in  scouting  —  the  Eagle 
rede  student,  he  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Mitchell  of 
sr,  DAVID,  also  is  a  recipient  of  the  Eagio  Badge,  having  boon 
I  on  Sept.  18,  1978.. 

mie  are  also  recipients  of  the  "God  and  Country  Award.”  David 
.  i ,  ?r5er!°* the  Arrow"  and  will  enter  college  this  fall  to  prepare 
himself  for  the  Christian  ministry.  These  two  young  men  are  active  in  church,  com¬ 
munity,  and  scouting.  Both  are  members  of  the  West  Heights  Baptist  Church  in 
Pontotoc,  Jack  Gregory,  pastor. 

Loft  to  right  are  Ralph  Mitchell.  David,  Jamie,  Mrs:  Rose  Mitchell,  and  Scoutmaster 
David  Whiteside  of  Yocona  Area  Council,  Scout  Troop  No.  20. 

Leila  Jackson  of  Sturgis,  Miss.,  is 
the  author  of  a  curriculum  unit  for  the 
January,  February,  March  1981  issue 
of  Start  magazine.  Start  is  for  lead¬ 
ers  of  Mission  Friends,  WMU’s  mis¬ 
sions  organization  for  preschoolers. 

Miss  Jackson’s  unit  focuses  on 
Southern  Baptist  missions  work  in 
Paraguay. 

A  graduate  of  Blue  Mountain  College 
and  Golden  Gate  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  Miss  Jackson  served  as  a 
home  missionary  in  Arizona. 

Miss  Jackson  is  a  Mission  Friends 
leader  in  East  Louisville  Baptist 
Church,  and  she  is  associations!  Mis¬ 
sion  Friends  director  for  Winston  As¬ 
sociation.  (WMU). 


H  Cowan  moved  to 
Spring  Hill  from 
New  Fellowship 
Church,  Hickory. 
He  is  married  to  the 
Cowan  former  Ellen 
Roberts,  also  of  New  Orleans;  they 
have  six  children. 


Mississippians  ' 
Build  Solar  Grain 
Dryer  In  Honduras 


Thad  Pritchard  is  the  new  minister 
of  music,  and  Linda  Smith  the  new  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Christian  Family  Life 
Center  at  First  Church,  Summit. 

A  work  crew  from  Mississippi  went  Dennis  Johnsey  is  pastor, 
to  Puerto  Lempira,  Honduras,  last  fall 
to  build  a  solar-powered  grain  dryer 
and  a  warehouse  to  store  grains  in.  The 
crew  of  ten  was  led  by  Sammy 
Simpson,  Agricultural  Missions  Foun¬ 
dation,  Tupelo. 

While  in  Puerto  Lempira,  the  men 
also^built  a  boat  house  and  repaired  a 
chain  saw  for  the  missionary,  Landon 
Wilkerson.  A  concrete  block  building  _  ^ 

was  completed  shortly  after  their  vis-  Pasadena,  Calif.  (EP)  —  A  8107,000 
if,  for  use  as  a  radio  station.  grant  from  the  Lilly  Endowment  Inc. 

The  Mississippians  visited  Baptist  will  enable  Fuller  Theological  Semi- 
churches  at  Uhunuya,  Caratasca,  nary  to  launch  a  pilot  modql  of  out- 
Kokota,  Puswaya,  and  Puerto  Lem-  reach  to  youth  in  the  urban  black 
pira.  churches  of  Los  Angeles. 


Gary  Inman  recently  resigned  as  ‘og 

president  of  the  New  Mexico  Baptist 
Foundation  and  New  Mexico  Baptist  ■■Wine 

Church  Loan  Corporation.  The  Search  Shurdea  Dn 

Committee  members  of  the  Board  of  calling  (601)  745-8744 
Directors  have  stated  that  they  would 
be  pleased  to  receive  recommend  a-  _ 

tions  or  applications  from  qualified  in-  BIBLE  PUZZLE 
dividuais.  figCTIwTrl  ,1^1. 


Ray  G.  Ware  has  resigned  as  pastor 
of  the  Palmetto  Church,  Lee  County. 

■ing  as  devotional 
chairman  each  day 
to  the  rural  and  city 
mail  carriers  at  the 
Garfield  Annex  of 
the  Tupelo  Branch 
of  the  U,S.  Post  Of¬ 
fice,  where  he  also 
is  a  rural  carrier.  ~ 
Ware  is  available 
for  supply,  interim. 
Ware  or  pastoral  work 
and  may  be  contacted  at  219  Clements 
Circle,  Rt  6,  Tupelo,  MS  38801  (phone 
566-7334). 


Earl  Clark  has  been  called  as  pastor 
of  Newhebron  Church,  Newhebron. 
Carroll  Jackson,  who  served  as  in¬ 
terim  at  Newhebron  Church,  is  now 
serving  as  interim  pastor  at  Highland 
Church,  Jaqjtson. 


Ivor  Clark,  state -chaplain,  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  of  Mississippi,  now  lives  in 
Hattiesburg  (telephone  582-4637),  and 
is  available  for  pulpit  supply,  and  in¬ 
terim  pastorates,  as  well  as  speaker 
for  patriotic  occasions. 


SIdIicu 


“And  he  left  all,  rose  Op,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  him"  (Luke  5:28). 

! 

Montana  Pastor 
Visits  Attala 


Douglas  and  Betty  Van  Devender, 

missionaries  to  Kenya,  have  arrived 
on  the  field  to  begin  language  study 
(address;  P.  O.  Box  52,  Limuru, 
Kenya).  Born  in  Corpus  Christi, 
Texas,  be  also  lived  in  Louisville  and 
Jamestown,  Ky.,  Lumberton,  Texas, 
Clinton  and  Goodman,  Miss.,  and 
Bluefield,  Va.,  while  growing  up.  She 
was  born  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Larry  and  Cheryl  Cox,  missionaries 
to  Upper  Volta,  have  completed  fur¬ 
lough  and  returned  to  the  field  (ad¬ 
dress:  B.  P.  15,  Tenkodogo,  Upper 


John  and  Fonce  McFadden,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Nigeria  since  1972,  re¬ 
signed  from  missionary  service  Nov. 
30,  1980.  They  were  stationed  in  Eku 
where  he  served  as  a  missionary 
physician.  Born  in  Monroe,  La.,  he 
spent  much  of  his  childhood  in  West 
Point,  Miss.  The  former  Fonce 
McPhail,  she  was  born  in  Tulsa,  Okla., 
and  grew  up  in  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 
They  may  be  addressed  at  2502  Bryan, 
Tupelo,  Miss.  38801. 

Claude  Lee  Jenkins,  80,  father  of 
Guinevere  (Mrs.  James)  Young,  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Bangladesh,  died  Jan.  10. 


Ruth  Church  presented  the  pastor, 
K.  C.  Guy,  with  a  check  for  $250  as  a 
Christmas  gift.  The  Guys  honored  the 
church  members  at  a  reception  after 
the  evening  service  on  Dec.  21,  at 
which  time  the  members  surprised  the 
pastor  and  his  family  with  a  pounding. 


The  Missions  Committee  of  Attala 
Baptist  Association  recently  spon¬ 
sored  a  covered-dish  supper  meeting 
for  assoc iational  and  church  leaders. 
Guest  speaker  for  the  meeting  was 
Oliver  Mar  son,  a  Southern  Baptist 
home  missionary  and  pastor  of  First 


Ruth  Church  has  installed  pew  cush¬ 
ions  in  the  sanctuary,  a  project  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  of  the  church.  WMU  members, 
with  some  help  from  the  church,  also 
bought  and' 


hung  curtains  in  the  educa- 


besides  Mrs.  Young  include  his  wife,  Baptist  Church.  According  to  Levon 
Mrs.  Mildred  Brand  Jenkins  of  Sallis;  Moore,  director  of  missions,  the  Mar- 
a  son,  Andy  Jenkins,  Jackson;  another  sons  were  guests  of  the  association  in 
daughter,  Mrs.  Beulah  Jordan,  Yazoo  connection  with  the  association’s 
City;  six  brothers;  four  sisters;  and  Partners  in  Missions  program, 
five  grandchildren.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  The  Marsons  spoke  at  McCooi  Bap- 
Ja roes  Young  arrived  in  the  States  tist  Church  on  the  following  night. 
Jan.  7  and  will  be  here  until  Feb.  2.  McCooi  Church  has  adopted  the  Froid 
They  may  be  addressed  in  care  of  her  Baptist  Mission,  Froid,  Montana;  as 
mother  at  Rt.  1,  Sallis,  Miss.  39160  its  partner  in  pioneer  missions.  Froid 
(phone  289-2888) .  is  a  mission  of  the  Poplar  Church  and 

was  started  by  the  Marions 


Bill  and  Barbara  Moseley,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Brazil,  may  be  addressed 
at  Caixa  Postal  352  ,  20000  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  RJ,  Brazil.  A  native  of 
Florida,  he  was  born  in  Wauchuia,  and 
later  lived  ‘in  Avon  Park  and  St. 
Petersburg.  She  is  the  former  Barbara 
Cooke  of  Crowder,  Miss.  They  were 
apoihted  in  1971,  resigned  in  1976,  and 
were  reappointed  in  1978.  - 


Oak  GroVe  Church,  Mendenhall’s 


Recompense  *  > 

If  I  have  let  the  dtiy 
Go  by  and  have  not  said, 

A  word  af  comfort,  helped 
to  lift  a  drooping  head 
Or  thrown  a  life-line  to 
A  sinking  brother 
What  right  have  l  to  ask 
It  of  another 
When  1  shall  flounder  or 
My  hopes  have  fled 
Where  can  1  look  for  bread. 
If  l  my  brother  have  not  fed? 


A  Winter  Day  •» 

I  love  the  beauty  of  a  winter  day 
The  quiet  solitude  it  brings  to  me, 

A  leafless  tree  against  a  sky  of  winter  gray, 
Or  snowflakes  falling,  what  a  sight  to  see! 

The  stately  pines  that  stand  across  the  way 
The  birds  that  feed  around  my  window  siU, 
Woodsmoke  curling  lazily  on  high, 

Starry  nights  that  are  so  cold  and  still. 

Some  folks  complain  af  winter,  but  l  say 
What  greater  gift  could  God  have  given  me. 
Than  give  me  special  eyes  that  l  can  see. 
Beauty,  where  no  beauty  seems  to  be. 

—Ruth  Norsworthy  Crager 
State  Line, 

Miss. 


Marriage  is  that  relation  between 
man  and  woman  in  which  the  indepen-’ 
dence  is  equal,  the  dependence  mutu¬ 
al,  and  the  obligation  reciprocal.  —  L. 
K.  Anspacher 


The  Pedestal 


So  often  we  try 
To  pass  on  the  blame 
To  cover  our  tracks  “  '  . 
Or  just  heal  the  pain 
That  we  feel  deep  inside 
When  we  realize  we’ve  failed 
And  sinned  against  God 
Who  saved  us  from  hell. 

We  say  little  things 
Like,  “It’s  not  my  fault  — 

It’s  the  environment  around  me" 
Yet  it’s  like 
Pouring  into  a  wound 
Salt. 


—Valerie  Boyd  Howell 
Ripley,  Ms. 


My  Church 


There’s  an  old  country  church  where  I  love  to  go 
Each  Sunday  to  worship  and  pray. 

To  study  the  words  of  the  Holy  Book, 

And  cast  my  troubles  away. 

As  1  look  around  on  the  faces  of  friends, 

Qf  neighbors  and  loved  ones  there, 

I  feel  the  presence  qf  my  Almighty  God 
When  we  bow  our  heads  in  prayer. 


When  we  puff  up  with  pride 
Yet  we  know  that  we’ve  lied 
Still  we  just  won’t  give  up  and  let  go 
Tp  get  on  our  faces 
Ana  confess. 


If  we’d  just  learn  to  realize 

That  no  matter  how  far 

We  try  to  wander 

He’s  still  there 

Still  we  run  and  we  run  — 

And  we  think  it  is  fun  — 

But  the  joy  we  sorely  miss. 

Though  we„try  and  we  try 
And  we  fail  and  we  fail 
To  change  on  o«r  awn  * 
Nevertheless  we  mderstand 
Progress  lies  only  within  His  hands 

If  we’H  just  step  down  ,,, 

From  the  pedestal 
That  we’ve  built  for  ourselves 
And  allow  Him  to  rule 
Supremely 

Then  our  problems  are  solved. 


*  There’s  a  young  man  there  who  preaches  the  word, 

And  I  love  to  watch  his  face 
As  he  tells  us  af  the  Savior's  love. 

And  that  we  are  saved  by  grace. 

v  The  piano  is  played  by  his  sweet  young  wife, 

'  ■  And  their  voices  in  harmony  blend 

As  they  sirlg  for  us  a  special  song  . 

•  Before  the  service  begins.  , 

There’s  a  wonder  there  and  a  spirit  af  lave, 

And  a  Messing  I  surely  receive,  * 

For  each  time  I  go  to  that  country  church, 

The  stronger  l  believe 

—Beth  Laney 
Kttmichael,  Miss. 

(Dedicated  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Britt,  pastor  and  pianist  qf  the  Bethlehem 
Baptist  Churfh,  Montgomery  County.) 


—Kim  Jobe,  16 
Corinth.  Miss. 


Devotional 


“Home  Missions 
Changes  To 
“Mission/USA” 


Children  Of  Light 


By  Ethel  McKeithen,  Consultant,  WML, 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
I  Thcss.  5:5*11 

I  trust  these  verses  will  speak  to  you  as  they  have  to  me,  especially  as  we  stand 
c  chronicle  of  onthe  threshold  of  1981.Theworldknowsvery  littleaboutpeaceorsafety.butwe 

Southern  Baptist  missions  in  America  who  know  Christ  know  both  peace  and  safety.  We  are  not  in  darkness;  we  are 
is  changing  names.  Beginning  with  its  ‘children  of  light',’  and  we  must  share  this  light  with  the  world . 

Jarwary/Febryary  1981  issue,  Mis-  We  do  not  provide  the  light.  We  provide  the  lamp.  Christ  is 

sionsUSA  will  be  the  new  name  for  ^^^^PM^wthe  ligbt.  We  may  not  preach  like  Peter,  pray  like  Paul,  wit- 
Home  Missions,  magazine  of  the  '^Hfcness  like  Stephen,  but  we  can  provide  the  lamp  for  the  light  of 

Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  ^H^to^jKChnst  to  be  seen  m  a  dark  world.  We  must  be  awake,  "putting 

the  breastplate  of  faith  and  love;  and  for  an  helmet,  the 
The  change  comes  on  the  heels  of  one  hope  of  salvation.”  Then  Bold  Mission  Thrust  will  become  a 

of  the  magazine  s  highest  honors.  The  syMRWpC  reality  and  we  will  reach  our  world  for  Christ. 

Kagan  Report,  a  weekly  survey  of  Putting  on  the  breastplate  of  faith  and  love  will  cause  us  to 

ideas  aid  methods  for  communication  ■■■■kn^do  more  for  Christ  in  1981  than  we  have  done  before.  We  will 
~52  the"lagaz'ne  as  one  McKeithen  pray  more,  study  our  Bibles  more,  share  our  faith  daily,  and 
ot  Arnold  s  Admirables,”  named  for  go  wherever  Christ  leads.  And  as  wedo  these  things,  we  will  change  the  shocking 
columnist  Edmund  Arnold.  statistics  we  have  been  hearing;  thus  evefy  person  inour  world  will  have  had  an 

Yours  is  one  of  the  10  publications  opportunity  to  hear  the  gospel  by  the  year  2000.  We  will  have  more  than  one 
(in  the  United  States)  selected  for  Southern  Baptist  missionary  for  every  740, 350 people  in  the  world.  Surely  we  will 
tbeh-  excellence  in  typography,  ...  see  a  change  in  the  fact  that  20%  of  Southern  Baptists  give  80%  of  the  total 
design,  content  and  writing,”  pub-  offering  receipts  in  our  churches;  and  50%  give  r» thing 

Mi,sion5  Changing  the  heartbreaking  fact  that  out  of  a  population  of  more  than  220 
usa  Editor  Walker  Knight.  million,  61  million  Americans  are  not  members  of  any  church  or  religious  institu- 

^Tne  publication's  name  change  has  tion  will  demand  more  lamps  for  the  light  of  Christ,  more  dedicated  men  and 
be«  needed  for  several  years,  Knight  women  willing  and  available  to  proclaim  the  gospel  to  the  whole  world  before  the 
said.  “First,  we  want  to  avoid  confu-  year  2000.  . 

Home  life,  a  magazine  pub-  What  would  happen  in  our  world  if  every  Christian  were  truly  available  for 
Hsfced  by  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Christ  to  use  every  day  of  1981?  Why  not  begin  today  making  yourself  available 
Board.  Second,  we  want  to  convey  each  day?  There  is  more  to  it  than  just  saying  at  the  beginning  of  each  day, 
more  accurately  the  intent  ot  the  “Lurd,  I’m  available.”  We  have  to  really  mean  it  and- be  conscious  of  this 
Home  Mission  Board’s  periodical,  to  commitment  throughout  the  day.  “Children  of  light”  are  riot  “children  of  light” 
cwerthe  full  range  of  missions  and  simply  when  it’s  convenient  or  when  they  “(eel  like  it.”  It’s  every  day,  wherever 
ministry  in  the  United  States  and  her  they  may  be.  Such  availability  will  result  in  life-changing  commitments  which 
territories.”  — -will  bring  about  a  chanaed  world  r~' 


Immorality  In  The  Church 


Paul  tried  to  shame  these  Chripl 
ians  saying:  “Is  there  not  amaef 
you  one  wise  man  who  will  be  able! 
decide  between  his  brethren?”  flu 
boast  abmit  your  superior  wisdom 
but  caimotsettte  your  differences. 

Rather  than  disgrace  the  Christ 
i an  cause  “whytijt tie  wrong  or  dt 
frauded?  ”  But  you  do  wrong  and  qe 
fraud  even  your  own  brothers.  Tb 
spirit  of  love  should  determine  you 
relationships. 

4.  The  Solution  —  SaactlflcatfM 


1  Corinthians  8:14:28  if  these  evil  actions  were  condoned 

Focal  Passage:  1  Corinthians  5:1-2,  others  might  be  encouraged  to  d< 
8-7, 8-Mi  6:1-2, 11-15,20  something  similar.  Therefore,  the] 

Perhaps  the  attitude  regarding  im-  were  to  purge  out  the  old  leaven  lest  it 
morality  in  the  church  in  Corinth  was  affect  and  endanger  toe  whale  church 

involved  in  a  way  expressed  by  Ale-  as  well  as  destroy  this  roan  and  toe 

zander  Pope:  church’s  witness  to  a  pagan  commun- 

Vice  is  ,a  monster  of  so  frightful  ity.  Paul  urged  these  Christians  to  ex 
nh«i,  perience  a  fresh  start  in  their  re- 

As  to  be  bated  needs  but  to  be  deemed  status. 

.  see";  v  2.  The  Church  in  the  World  (5:1-12) 

Yet  seen  too  oft,  familiar  with  her  In  a  previous  letter  Paul  had  in- 

fsce,  s  true  ted  the  Corinthian  Christians  not 

We  first  endure,  then  pity,  then  to  associate  with  immoral  people, 
embrace.  •  They  had  misunderstood  Paul ’s  mean- 

The  church  in  Corinth  had  become  so  ing.  Actually  he  had  urged  them  not  to 
engrossed  in  wisdom  and  philosophy  continue  in  fellowship  with  immoral 
that  they  had  become  completely  care-  church  members, 

less  of  the  moral  implications  of  toe  Immoral  people  could  not  be  totally 
gospel.  avoided  in  that  day  nor  this  and  that 

I.  Immorality  And  Complacency  was  not  Paul’s  intent  The  problem  in 
(5:14)  Corinth  was  not  that  the  church 

Two  problems  in  the  church  are  ad-  existed  in  a  pagan  environment.  That 
dressed  by  Paul.  First,  there  was  the  is  exactly  where  the  Lord  placed  toe 
case  ot  flagrant  sexual  sin  which  in-  church. 

volved  a  man  in  the  church  who  had  an  The  problem  was  bow  to  relate  to 
illicit  sexual  relationship  with  his  that  pagan  society  as  God’s  church  jn 

stepmother.  This  was  dearly  forbid-,  the  world:  To  allow  an  immoral 
den  in  the  Old  Testament  (Leviticus  member  of  the  church  to  continue 
- 18:74:26:11).  without  discipline  would  defeat  the  ef- 

The  second  problem,  just  as  dis-  fort  to  win  Corinth  to  Christ  The  point 
turbing  to  Paul  and  maybe  more  so,  is  that  the  church  must  go  out  into  the 
was  the  attitude  of  the  church  toward  world  as  salt  and  light.  Butthedwrch 

this  evil.  Those  who  reported  this  to  must  ever  he  on  guard  against  world- 
Paul  said  . the  people  were  “arrogant,  liness  within.  Therefore,  if  a  Christian 
puffed  up.”  The  same  kind  of  arro-  brother  be  an  “immoral  person,  or 
gance  which  blinded  them  in  their  fac-  covetous,  or  an  idolater,  or  a  reviles, 
hens  to  the  oneness  of  Christ  had  also  or  a  anu uu*«,  ^  ^fedler*”  —  aem 

made  them  insensitive  to  this  moral  with  him.  He  is  one  who  has  made  a 
problem  in  toe  church.  They  had  com-  vow  to  Christ  and  can  therefore  be  cal- 

placentiy  accepted  the  situation  and  led  in  question  for  how  he  keeps  it. 
done  nothing  about  it  What  a  blight  on  2.  The  Problem  Of  Lawsuits  (6:14) 
the  church  this  was  to  the  eyes  of  It  has  also  come  to  Paul’s  atten- 
healhen  people.  tion  that  there  were  those  to  the 

Instead  of  being  arrogant  about  this,  church  who  were  bringingeivil  suits 

the  church  should  have  been  grieved  against  fellow  church  members  to 

with  a  grief  like  that  of  mourning  for  public  courts.  He  was  distressed 

the  dead.  These  carnal  Christians  had  that  those  who  would  share  to  the 

not  felt  shame  and  agony  over  this,  for  final  judgment  would  act  so  incom- 

•hey  were  insensitive  to  sin.  petent  in  these  small  matters.  They 

-  Paul  suggested  that  this  man  should  ought  to  hepMe  to  deal  with  these 

be  separated  from  the  fellowship.  Hie  “matters  of  life”  ( v.J) 

purpose  of  this  exclusion  was  redemp-  Paul  thought  it  tragic  for  believ- 
tive  and  not  just  punitive.  It  was  dis-  ers  to  carry  their  disputes  before 

cipline,  not  solely  for  punishment,  but  pagan  judges  for  this  would  dis- 

also  to  awaken  this  one  to  the  serious-  credit  the  gospel  to  the  eyes  of  the 

ness  of  his  sin.  It  is  important  to  note  pagan  society  to  which  toe  church 

that  dwtiplmeinlfacjiew  Testament  is  was  a  witness.  The  Christian 

primarily  redemptive  and  not  vindic-  always  suffers  to  such  instances 


“washed . . .  sanctified . . .  and  justified 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
and  in  the  Spirit  of  our  God.  ”  They  hri 
been  cleansed,  their  sinful  past 
washed  away,  forgiven;  they  had  bees 
made  holy,  set  apart  and  were  content 
ing  to  that  process  of  becoming  like 


bum3Li|A  LsqbmupAb  sum*  uui  Aiuqa,- 


Proclaim  The  Kingdom 


Praying  With  Confidence 


their  spiritual  leaders  who  should  have  They  werethe  besilo  oundar1?** 
enlightened  them  -  were  plain  men,  of’  corhmdnsenseltnd 

Scattered  —  This  was  a  land  of  some  character,  and  honest.  They 
flocks.  Flocks,  of  sheep  strayed  night  were  men  who  were  given  good  oppor- 
and  day  without  a  shepherd  They  tunities  to  witness.  Their  work  was  to 
were  scattered  because  they  were  cast  out  devils,  heal  the  rick,  raise  the 
harassed,  cast  down,  treated  selfishly,  dead  iv.8),  and  cleanse  lepers, 
"heartless,  and  left  to  ignorance  and  V.5  City  of  the  Samaritans  enter  ye 
darkness  by  their  spiritual  leaders  not  —  Samaria  was  a  region  between 
who  should  have  stayed  with  them  and  Jerusalem  and  Galilee.  It  was  a  mix- 
taught  them,  tut  who  left  them  to  be  tore  of  the  ten  tribes  and  foreigners' 
scattered  and  endangered  by  wild  They  accepted  the  Five  Books  of 
animals  or  false  teachers.  Moses,  but  worshipped  idols  also.  Dur- 

VJ7  Harvestis  plenteous  —  Here  is  a  ing  the  rebuilding  of  toe  Temple  at 
picture  of  golden  grain  waving  in  toe  Jerusalem  by  the  Jews,  toe  Samari- 
fields  ready  for  reaping.  Harvest  tons  offered  help  but  it  was  rejected 
represents  many  people  who  are  pre-  The  Samaritans  built  a  Temple  on  Mt 
pared  to  receive  the  gospel  but  the  Garizem  and  said  this  was  the  place 
laborers  are  few.  Jesus  tells  toe  disci-  that  Moses  designated.  Sanballat 
pies  to  pray  that  the  Lord  of  the  har-  harassed  the  Jews  in  their  rebuilding 
vest  will  send  forth  reapers.  God  is  the  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  and  the  temple 
lord  of  the  harvest.  Only  God  can  send  For  these  reasons  toe  Jews  hated  the 


If  tttouaan  hslde  would  not  get  up  be¬ 
cause  a  friend  was  in  need,  he  would 
arise  quickly  because  the  one  in  need 


custom  a  Rabbi  would  teach  his  fol¬ 
lowers  what  he  knew  "The  disciples 
reminded  Jesus  thaf  John  taught  his 
disciples  to  pray. 


would  not  give  Dp.  (“Importunity’ 
means  “shameless  persistence.”) 


begins  with  a  recognition  of  God.  We  III.  Expect  Good  Gifts  (11:8-U) 
address  him  intimately,  as  Father.  We  Can  you  receive  anything  you  re¬ 

acknowledge  that  he  has  a  name.  The  quest  from  God?  Jesus  said  to  ask 
name  of  God  stands  for  his  character,  seek,  and  knock.  Some  interpreters 

His  name  is  “hallowed,”  which  means  suggest  that  each  of  these  three  words 
“sanctified”  or  “set  apart."  God  pos-  increases  in  intensity  over  the  other 
sesses  uniqueness ;  he  is  in  a  class  to  To  ask  is  to  make  known  your  request 
*  to  God.  To  seek  is  to  ask  and  actively 

Furthermore,  prayer  contains  a  re-  pursue  an  answer.  To  knock  is  to  ask 
quest  for  the  kingdom  of  God  to  come,  seek  and  let  God  know  you  are  ready 
The  kingdom  of  God  is  a  broad  concept  for  an  answer.  These  words  probably 
but  basically  it  means  the  rule  or  are  three  ways  of  saying  “keep  on 
sovereignty  of  God.  The  sincere  desire  prayfhg.” 

of  the  Christian  is  for  God  to  rule  in  the  Persistence  is  a  jewel  in  prayer.  Do 

hearts  of  men.  He  can  truly  rule  the  not  give  up  when  you  pray.  In  our  day 
world  if  he  holds  sway  over  the  lives  of  of  instant  coffee,  instant  potatoes  in¬ 
enough  men.  God  does  not  wish  stent  pictures,  instant  information  we 
superior  military  mightoyer  nations;  tend  to  get  impatient  with  God.’ We 
He  wants  to  be  the  Lord  over  life  must  resist  the  tendency  to  make  de- 
In  addition,  prayer  has  a  petition  for  mands  of  God  in  a  spirit  which  de- 
our  daily  provisions  God  grants  us  our  dares.  “I  want  what  I  want  -  right 
bread  one  dayat  a  time  In  the  wilder-  now.”  Our  Father  does  not  Vespondto 
ness  the  children  of  Israel  got  the  our  demands.  He  does  reward  our 


and  their  bones  are  now  bleaching  on  Southern  Baptists  will  need  more 
the  sands  ”  -  workers  to  go  into  the  fields  of  the 

What  of  that?”  said  the  devil,  world  to  gather  the  harvest.  This  is 
“Their  souls  are  saved."  what  Bold  Mission  Thrust  is  all  about. 

Another  demon  said,  “I  drove  the  VJ8  Prey  ye -Here  we  see  the  duty 

east  wind  against  a  ship  filled  with  of  praying  for  the  lost  multitudes  of  the 
Christians  and  they  were  all  ,  earth.  There  are  still  those  in  our 
”  churches  who  do  not  think  much  of 

"What  of  that?"  said  the  devil,  missions.  They  must  be  challenged  to 
“Their  souls  were  saved.”  •  see  the  need  and  to  join  with  mission 
A  third  demon  spoke:  “I  tried  for  ten  minded  people  to  pray  for  the  conver- 
years  to  get  a  certain  Christian  to  sion  of  the  world, 
sleep,  and  finally  f  succeeded,  and  left  II.  Matthew  11:1, 5-15 
him  asleep  ”  ............  . 

The  deyil  shouted,  “All  the  night 
stars  of  nell  will  sing  your  praise!” 

The  devil  was  pleased,  for  you  see.  a 
sleeping  Christian  is  an  ineffective 
witness  for  the  Lord. 

V 36  Saw  the  multitude  —  Wherever 


from  receiving  a  competent  support 
V.  8, 18  _  Provide  neither.  TcThey 
were  not  to  procure  anything  more  for- 
their  journey,  than  what  toev  already, 
V.l  Called  them  and  gave  them  had  They  were  to  go  as  theyW  !!nd 
power  —  Mark  and  Luke  also  record  trust  God  to  supply  their  needs  t 
the,  sending  out  of  the  12.  Mark  says  V- 18  The  workma*  '•  worth v  of 
toathe  sent  them  out  two  by  two.  This  meat  -  The  work*  is  to  trust  God 
was  so  that  they  would  have  a  compan-  However,  the  listener  is  obligated  to 
ion,  and  visit  more  places.  \nd  ac-  provide  a  living  for  those  who  preach 
complish  more  work  than  if  they  ail  the  gospririn  Luke  I  II  the  woiren 

went  together.  In  our  church  visite-  provided  funds  for  Jesus  Church** 
two,  it  is  bettor  to  go  out  two  by  two.  provided  support  for  Paul  in  Phi] 
You  give  each  other  comrage  and  4: 15-16.  In  Rom.  15:27  the  receivers  of 
strength.  One  can  pray  while  the  other,  spiritual  food  are  to  -sort  the 
witnesses  The  disciples  were  not  edu-  preachers  with  material  goods  We 
cated  or  learned  men,  and  could  not  feed  and  provide  for  our  work  animaU 


